
Dear Parents,  
welcome back to 

everyone, we hope all 
families had 
a pleasant 

and relaxing 
break. 

During this term we will be 
investigating a History unit 
during Integrated Studies. Our 
focus will be on Australia’s 
colonial history between 1800 
and 1900.  

Our students will delve into  
the relat ionship between 
E u r o p e a n s e t t l e r s a n d 
I n d i g e n o u s Au s t r a l i a n s ,  
c o l o n i a l e x p a n s i o n i s m , 
ventures o f  explorat ion, 
bushrangers, the Gold Rush, 

and the progress towards 
Federation.  

We will also be studying the 
SBS production The Colony as 
an audio-visual text. The Colony 
is a 5-part series documenting 
the experiences of  four 
modern families thrown into 
a recreated 1805 colonial 
settlement in remote NSW. It 
is hoped that our students 
w i l l g a i n a b e t t e r 
understanding of  the social 
fabric, historical events, and 
challenges faced by people in 
early colonial Australia. 

In Literacy, we will be reading 
and writ ing biographies, 
poetry, and fables. In grammar 
and punctuation, the students 
will focus on speech marks, 

c o n j u n c t i o n s , fi g u r a t i ve 
language, onomatopoeia, 
s imi l e s , metaphor s , and 
apostrophes.  

Mathematical concepts to be 
addressed this term include 
d i v i s i on , mu l t ip l i ca t i on , 
d e c i m a l s , f r a c t i o n s , 
p e r c e n t a g e s , o r d e r o f  
operations, area, perimeter, 
mass, and angles. 
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ICT Specialist Lessons
Year 5 students will be attending 
ICT lessons this semester.

Year 5 Camp 
October 10th - 13th Year 5s will attend camp in Term 4 at YMCA’s Lady Northcote Adventure Camp near Bacchus Marsh.

Footsteps Dancing @ Viewbank
The school dance will take place over two 
nights -  Mon. Sept. 5 & Tues. Sept. 6.



http://www.familylifevictoria.org.au 

Homework 
Homework is distributed each 
Wednesday, i t should be 
completed by all children and 
submitted by the following 
Monday.  

Weekly Homework Tasks: 
•  Reading for a minimum of  

60 minutes. Students must 
record their reading in their 
‘Reading Diary’ app or in 
their homework book. 

•  1 spelling activity from the 
Spelling Homework Grid. 

• 1 Integrated Studies task from 
the general Homework Grid. 
This grid includes Mathletics, 
‘Big Write’ preparation tasks, 
and activities related to our 
History unit. 

A l l r e l e v a n t h o m e w o r k 
documents have been made 
accessible to your child via their 
iPad. Although not compulsory, 

your child is welcome to 
c o m p l e t e t h e i r 
homework on the iPad 
before emailing it to 
their teacher via the 
school’s email account 
system.  

As stated in our school’s 
Homework Policy, children who 
consistently fail to complete set 
homework will face appropriate 
consequences.  

If  you have any concerns about 
homework please contact your 
child’s teacher. 

We are pleased to be able to offer 
a program of  Health Education 
sessions presented by Family Life 
Victoria. This program has been 
designed to help schools 
implement a sexuality education 
component of  their Health 
curriculum.  

The program respects and 
supports the role of  the family in 
sexuality education and is being 
presented to our Year 5 students 
only. 

The approach used by Family 
Life Victoria is straightforward, 
sensitive and age appropriate. 
Sue Pain from Family Life 
Victoria will present the sessions 
and your child’s teacher will also 
be in attendance. 

Feel free to contact the school if  
you require further information 
or if  you choose for your Year 5 
child not to participate. 

We look forward to being able to 
involve all of  our year 5 students 
in this excellent program. 

SESSION DATES: 

Tuesday 2nd August 

Tuesday 9th August 

Tuesday 14th August 

PROGRAM CONTENT 

Session 1: “Look I’m Changing” 
This session focuses on providing 
information about the physical 
changes of  puberty for boys and 
girls. Periods and sperm 
production will be discussed. 

Session 2: “I’m In Charge” 
This session will give students an 
opportunity to discuss some of  
the common emotional changes 
that many young people 
experience at puberty. 

Session 3: “What It’s All About” 
The process of  conception, foetal 
development and birth are 
covered in the context of  family 
relationships. 

Convicts, Gold & ANZACs 
Convicts, Gold & ANZACs is a theatre 

production visiting us on Wed. August 31.  

This theatrical presentation offers an engaging look at 
some important parts of  Australian History.  

Starting with how Australia was founded as a penal colony 
and the legacy of  our convict past, the show moves on to the 

coming of  free settlers, the Victorian Gold Rush and the 
Eureka Stockade. The final section of  the performance deals 

with the two World Wars and the spirit of  ANZAC.
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On Wednesday 17th of  
July, students will participate in 

a Parade of  Nations on the 
basketball courts and you’re 

invited to attend!  

Each class will select a 
country to represent and 

students will be asked to dress 
in the national colours for 

parade. Stay tuned!

JULY

Hoop Time Basketball try-outs 
(8:20am in the school gym) Wednesday, 20 July 2016

Hoop Time Basketball Tournament Friday, 29 July 2016

Olympics Day

AUGUST

Family Life Program (Session 1) Tuesday, 2 August 2016

Family Life Program (Session 2) Tuesday, 9 August 2016

School Athletics Carnival Monday, 15 August 2016

Family Life Program (Session 3) Tuesday, 16 August 2016

Olympics Day - Parade of Nations Wednesday, 17 August 2016

Author Visit - Jen Storer Thursday, 25 August 2016

“Convicts, Gold & ANZACs” 
Theatre Presentation Wednesday, 31 August 2016

SEPTEMBER

School Ball Monday, 5 September 2016

School Ball Tuesday, 6 September 2016

St. John’s First Aid Training (Yrs 5 & 6) Wednesday, 14 September 2016

Final Day of Term 3 Friday, 16 September 2016

TERM 3 KEY DATES

This term, we will be holding 
weekly athletics training 

sessions in preparation for a 
school athletics carnival. 

Depending on results, students 
will be selected to compete at 

the district and divisional 
athletics carnivals. 

Athletics

• PLEASE remind your child to 
charge their iPad at home each 
night in preparation for class 
the following day. 

• Donations of  tissues are 
greatly appreciated! Ah-chew! 

Reminders

• Please name ALL removable clothing.  

• Please provide your child with a water bottle as 
children are encouraged to have water in class. 

• Please help your child to use their school diary 
to record their reading and homework schedule. 

• As part of  our healthy eating program, fresh 
fruit and vegetables are encouraged to be eaten 
after lunch during silent reading.

This term, all grades will be undertaking 
contemporary dance lessons in preparation 
for the school dance. Instructors from 
Footsteps, a national dance company, will 
conduct weekly sessions on a Thursday for all 
Year 5 children. The school dance will be 
held at La Trobe University over 2 nights, 
these being Monday September 5 and 
Tuesday September 6.

Footsteps  
Dance           

 Company



Important Reminder!
Students & Social Media 

Recently it has come to our attention that certain social apps have been used 
inappropriately after school hours. For example, some children have been using 
iMessage to contact school friends very late in the evening and the 
content of  some discussions has been questionable. Staff  and School 
Leadership have facilitated several discussions with all Year 5 
students to remind them on the acceptable use of  their iPad. Despite 
these discussions, some students are still choosing to misuse their 
iPad. We would like to remind you that at the start of  the year your 
child signed an agreement about the appropriate use of  their iPad. 
Please discuss this agreement again with your child and remind them of  their usage 
responsibilities. Consequences will take place if  these rules are not followed. 

 Thank you for your support in this important matter. 



 
 

VIEWBANK PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Student e-Smart Code of Conduct Agreement 
 

Access to computers and the Internet is provided for the purposes of 
educational research and learning. The purpose of this agreement is to 
ensure rules for appropriate use of these facilities are followed. Students and 
parents are asked to carefully read and then sign the following agreement:- 
 
Student Agreement 
 
COMPUTER CARE: 
When using the computers, iPads or the Internet at Viewbank Primary School  
I agree to: 

1. Treat the computers and accessories with care and report any damage 
or misuse to a teacher immediately. 

2. Always keep food and drink away from the computers/iPads. 
3. Not take computers outdoors and will use laptops on desks/tables only. 
4. Only carry one laptop/iPad at a time and this will be done carefully. 

 
WORK HABITS: 
When using the computers, iPads or the Internet at Viewbank Primary School  
I agree to: 

1. Follow all teacher instructions regarding the use of and activities on the 
computer. 

2. Only access appropriate information, which has been specified by a 
teacher and/or bookmarked. 

3. Behave in a mature, responsible and courteous manner and keep 
noise to an appropriate working level. 

4. Not download files from the Internet without the permission of the 
teacher and I will not put any of my own software on the school 
computers (this includes games). 

5. Always log off the computer network when finished with the computer. 
6. Not change any of the settings on the computers/iPads. 
7. Only use the computers/iPads when a teacher is present. Further to 

this, I will not use computers/iPads during recess, lunchtimes or on wet 
day timetables, unless given specific permission from a teacher. 

8. Ensure that my use of computers at Viewbank Primary School shows 
that I am a positive ambassador for the school and the published work 
will not contain any inappropriate or offensive content. 

 
PERSONAL SAFETY: 
When using the computers, iPads or the Internet at Viewbank Primary School  
I agree to: 
1. Only access my own files under my individual log on and will not 

access or change the files of other students in any way. 
2. Not knowingly access or try to access any material that is not 

appropriate for school use. (Filters are in place that restrict students to 



only educational approved sites where possible. However, parents and 
guardians should be aware that the nature of the Internet is such that 
full protection from inappropriate content can never be guaranteed). 

3. Turning off the screen (not the computer) if I find myself accidentally 
viewing inappropriate material or feeling uncomfortable about the 
material on the screen. I will then report the incident to the teacher. 

4. Not use the Internet, Social Media sites or email to bully, harass or 
intimidate another person which is in accordance with our eSmart & 
Cyber bullying policy, located on the school’s Web Page. 

5. Do not disclose passwords to anyone other than your teacher. 
 
 
I have read and discussed the eSmart Code of Conduct with my 
parents/guardians. I understand that I need to use Viewbank Primary School’s 
ICT equipment in an appropriate manner and in accordance with this 
agreement. I also understand that if the agreement is broken, then I will lose 
my computer privileges for a period of time as determined by the teacher in 
charge and the Principal or Assistant Principal. 
 
Student’s Name __________________________________ Date __________ 
 
Student’s Signature _______________________________  
 
For the Parent/Guardian: 
I have read and discussed the eSmart Code of Conduct with my child and I 
understand that Internet access is designed for educational purposes at 
Viewbank Primary School. I also understand the school will supervise 
students whilst using electronic devices and that steps have been taken to 
minimise risk of exposure to unsuitable material. I have also discussed 
legalities of social networking sites, such as Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagramwith my child. The legal age for these sites is 13 years and above.  
 
Parent/Guardian’s Name ____________________________ Date _________ 
 
Parent/Guardian’s Signature _____________________________ 
 
 
 
 


