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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT   28 January, 2016 
 

WELCOME BACK 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all members of Viewbank Primary 

School to the 2016 school year!! We welcome many new Prep families with 84 

Preps starting their school lives today, and we also welcome 20 or more students 

and their families commencing at different grade levels across the school.  We trust 

your stay with us will be a long and productive one. To our returning families and 

students thanks for your support as always and together we will continue to ensure 

our reputation is enhanced, and school life continues to benefit everyone.  

Our student enrolments for 2016 are 647 across 28 grades.  It seems more and more 

families are moving into the Viewbank area, and managing these numbers requires 

careful planning.  In the very near future we will be asking current families with 

siblings commencing school in 2017  to complete the enrolment process so that we 

can ascertain how many places might be available for others next year. 

Term 1 offers a number of highlights with ‘Getting To Know You’ interviews, 

Information Nights, School Swimming Sports, Junior School Council Elections, 

School Council Elections, and especially the celebration of 50 years of Education at 

Viewbank PS with celebrations on February 27. 

Like always, we encourage the community to keep informed by reading the 

newsletter religiously each week, bookmarking and visiting the school’s website 

frequently www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au , and asking lots of questions if in doubt. 

We further encourage you to ‘get involved’ in any way you can, which may include 

membership of any of the many sub-committees we have (Parents and Friends, 

Buildings and Grounds, Education, Uniform, Out Of School Hours, Canteen), 

membership of School Council (I will be calling for nominations in next week’s 

newsletter!), submitting an expression of interest to attend camps as a parent helper,  

volunteering to help out in the school canteen, attending working bees, being a 

‘reading’ parent, volunteering in the Uniform shop, assisting with the Stephanie 

Alexander Kitchen Garden Program and more  ... the list goes on!!  

STUDENT LEADERSHIP POSITIONS 

It was my great pleasure to announce the 2016 student leaders at the final school 

assembly on December 18.  We know they will serve as great role models for other 

students in the school during 2016 and we wish each and every one of them 

congratulations and good luck as they perform their duties during the year.  

School Captains – Mahek Fazal and Zac Brown 

School Vice Captains – Madelyn Mills and Thomas Hayes 

Environmental Captains – En Jie Xu and William Deane 

Music Captains – Isabell Hayes and Jacob Graps 

Plenty House  Captains – Glen Crawford and Alanah Sutton (Captains), Brayden Graham 

DIARY DATES 

 

FEBRUARY 29 

NO CANTEEN  
 

FEBRUARY 2 – 10 

Somers Camp  

 

FEBRUARY 3 

Prep – No school 

 

FEBRUARY 10 

Grade 6 Excursion 

Immigration Museum 

 

FEBRUARY 10 

Prep – No school 

 

FEBRUARY 15 

Swimming Sport  

(Grade 3 -6) 

 

FEBRUARY 17 

Prep – No school 

 

FEBRUARY 20 

Working Bee 

 

FEBRUARY 24 

Prep – No school 

 

FEBRUARY 27 

50 Years Celebration 

 

MARCH 2 

Prep – No school 

 

MARCH 9 

Prep – No school 

 

MARCH 16 

School Photos 

 

APRIL 14 

Student Free Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TWITTER 

@viewbankps 

 

http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/


Plenty House  Captains – Glen Crawford and 

Alanah Sutton (Captains), Brayden Graham and 

Sophie Harrisson (Vice Captains) 

Yarra House Captains – Ryan Moodie and Giselle 

Mazziotta (Captains), Zack Appleton and Bailee 

Ellis (Vice Captains) 

Darebin House Captains – Matthew Pantalone and 

Gracie Schlumberger (Captains), Georgia Turcu 

and Paddy Carr (Vie Captains) 

Diamond House Captains – Alex Polatos and 

Emma Carson (Captains), Abbey Martin and Luke 

Robertson (Vice Captains) 

WELCOME TO NEW STAFF 

We welcome the following staff to Viewbank 

Primary School for the first time and wish them all 

the best for a successful and long stay at our 

school - Rhys Tegg will be teaching Grade 1T, 

Jackie Rielly will be teaching Grade 2R and Karen 

Fung will be teaching Japanese in 2016.  Peter 

Walker has been employed full time in 2016 so we 

also wish him the very best as he steps up from a 

part time teaching position.  Whilst Gill Nicholls 

is well known to all of our current Viewbank 

families, she is in a much different role this year 

being ‘another’ Assistant Principal, working with 

Suzanne Kot and myself in leading the school.  

We wish her well in this new role.  We also 

welcome back Emma Sargeant and Karli Burns 

from various forms of leave. 

PUPIL FREE DAYS INCLUDING ADVANCE 

NOTICE!  

Each year four days are set aside as ‘pupil-free’ 

days to allow for reporting writing or interviews, 

whole staff curriculum development or similar. 

The first of these four days was Wednesday, 

which was a teacher preparation day to enable the 

smooth start to the school year. The second of 

these days for 2015 is on Thursday, April 14 when 

all staff will be participating in a professional 

development program relating to writing. 

Accordingly, there is NO school on this day so 

parents will need to make alternative 

arrangements for supervision of children. The 

further two days for 2016 will be advised as soon 

as possible, subject to School Council approval. 

SCHOOL SWIMMING SPORTS  

The Annual Swimming Carnival for students in 

Grades 3 to 6 is set down for Monday, February 

15 at the Water Marc pool in Greensborough. 

Further details will be provided within the next 

week, but please mark the date in your diary and 

come along and support your children!!  

NOTICES FOR APPROVAL  

Each year we distribute a form seeking blanket 

permission for students to undertake a range of 

activities – for example, permission to undertake 

local excursions within walking distance of the 

school, permission to publish photographs in the 

newsletter and so on. These notices will be 

distributed via Compass within the next week.  

SCHOOL COUNCIL  

The first School Council meeting for the year, and 

the last for this current School Council, will be 

held at school on Thursday, February 18 from 

7.30pm in the staffroom. I have had a few 

enquiries about involvement in the next School 

Council, and so will include some information in 

next week’s newsletter. I anticipate commencing 

the formal election process in the next few weeks, 

when I will publish detailed information with the 

newsletter. Summarily, we have four DET 

employees, and eight Parent members on School 

Council, and there will be two vacancies in the 

DET category and four in the Parent category to 

fill.  

YARD SUPERVISION  

You will be aware that all of our staff are 

timetabled on for yard duty supervision at various 

times throughout the day. Supervision hours 

extend from 8.50am through to 3.40pm. Outside 

of those hours, if you cannot care for your child, 

we have an exemplary Out Of School Hours Care 

program (OSHC) that can cater extremely well for 

your child’s supervision. At morning recess 

(11.00am-11.30am), there are 4 teachers on yard 

duty at any time proudly wearing that much 

sought after fashion accessory (the fluoro vest!!) 

for easy recognition by our students. Similarly at 

lunch time (1.10pm – 2.00pm) there are 4 teachers 

on duty. Before school we have two teachers on 

duty and after school three. In addition throughout 

the year, Grade 6 students are nominated, selected 

and trained to be peer mediators, which we think 

definitely contributes to the resolution of minor 



disputes and assists in a harmonious, bully-free 

playground environment.  

STAFF CAR PARK  

A reminder that the school property on the 

Northern side of the turning circle is the 

designated staff car park, and it is not to be used 

for parent car parking. Access in and out is one- 

way, and parents flaunting this rule, particularly at 

the busy pick up and drop off times, compromise 

the safety of our students and others. Please 

adhere to this request!  

 

That’s it from me for the very first newsletter of 

the school year.  Lots to look forward to. 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Bill Kersing 

Principal 

 

 

 

COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER 

 

Please be advised that student absences, Term 

payments and excursion permission forms are 

now accessed via Compass 
 

 
 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 

 

The Uniform shop is now open every 

Tuesday from 9am to 10am. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

 

 

2016 

Term 1:  27 January to 24 March * 
  (All children commence 28

th
 January) 

Term 2:  11 April to 24 June 

Term 3:  11 July to 16 September 

Term 4:  3 October to 20 December 

 

* The first day of Term 1 is a student-free day in 

all government schools to allow for appropriate 

planning to take place for the arrival of students. 

Each year government schools are provided with 

four student-free days for professional 

development, school planning and administration, 

curriculum development, and student assessment 

and reporting purposes.  
 

 

CYBERSMART TIP 

 

CYBERSMART TIP 
 

 
 

LIGHTS OUT 
 

Lights out means Wi-Fi is turned off and mobile 

devices are charging in a central place. 

 

It’s tempting for kids to keep using their devices 

through the night, but a lot of bullying and other 

poor behaviour happens late at night. It’s good 

family policy to turn the Wi-Fi off after a certain 

time each night.  

 

Similarly, make it a rule for the whole family to 

surrender all their devices to a central overnight 

charging spot – adults too.  

 

The kids will comply more readily if they see that 

this is an expectation of everyone. 

 

https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/Login.aspx
http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/index.php/parents/forms-notices/doc_download/380-uniform-shop-order-form-2014


LIBRARY NEWS 

The Library always has new books to be covered 

and needs assistance with the shelving of books. If 

you have some spare time to assist please pop into 

the Library and offer your services. Even 10 

minutes while waiting to pick up your children 

would be appreciated. 

 
 

Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) 

  

 
 

SCHOOL BANKING 

 

Don’t forget to hand your bankbooks into your 

class teacher every Tuesday for banking. 

 

 

 

 

 

HATS ON 
 

 

From 1st September school hats must been worn 

outside during all outside activities. 

VIEWBANK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS 

 
 

CANTEEN NEWS 

 

 

To assist with the banking of our canteen takings 

the bank has requested that families refrain from 

using Blu Tack and sticky tape on all coins. 
 

Thank you 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The canteen is always in need of 

volunteer helpers. 
 

Even a few hours once a term would be of great 

benefit to us. 

 

Please pop into the canteen on a Thursday or 

Friday and introduce yourself. 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



  

  

 
 

 
 

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)  APPLICATION FORM 

 

Viewbank Primary School    School REF ID 4892 
 

Parent/legal guardian details 
 

Surname         

First name         

Address        
 

Town/suburb    State   Postcode               
 

Contact number        

Centrelink pensioner concession OR  Health care card number (CRN) 

– – – OR 
 

Foster parent*  OR Veterans affairs pensioner 
 

*Foster Parents must provide a copy of the temporary care order letter from the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). 

 

Student details 
 

Child’s surname   Child’s first name Student ID 
Date of birth 
(dd/mm/yyyy) 

Year level 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     
 

I authorise the Department of Education and Training (DET) to use Centrelink Confirmation eServices to perform an enquiry of my Centrelink 

customer details and concession card status in order to enable the business to determine if I qualify for a concession, rebate or service. I also 

authorise the Australian Government Department of Human Services (DHS) to provide the results of that enquiry to DET. 
 

I understand that: 
 

• DHS will use information I have provided to DET to confirm my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund and will disclose to DET 

personal information including my name, address, payment and concession card type and status. 
 

• this consent, once signed, remains valid while my child is enrolled at a registered Victorian school unless I withdraw it by contacting the school. 
 

• I can obtain proof of my circumstances/details from DHS and provide it to DET so that my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and 

Excursions Fund can be determined. 
 

• if I withdraw my consent or do not alternatively provide proof of my circumstances/details, I may not be eligible for the Camps, Sports and   
Excursions Fund provided by DET. 
 
• information regarding my eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund  may be disclosed to the Victorian Department of Health and 
Human Services and /or State Schools Relief for the purpose of evaluating concession card services or confirming eligibility for assistance. 

 

You are able to request access to the personal information that we hold about you, and to request that any errors be corrected, by contacting your 

child’s school. 

 
Signature of applicant                                                                                    Date        /         /        



  

  

 

 
 

 

 

CSEF ELIGIBILITY 

Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF). 
 

Criteria 1 – Eligibility 

To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or non-

government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

• on the first day of Term one, or; 

• on the first day of Term two; 
 

a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of 

Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession 

Card (PCC) holder, OR 

b) Be a temporary foster parent, and; 
c) Submit an application to the school by the due date. 

* A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see: www.education.vic.gov.au/csef  
 

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by 

Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above. 

 
 

Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria 

School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age inclusive. 
 

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered primary or 

secondary school. Typically, these students are aged between five and 18 years inclusive. 
 

CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE. 
 

Eligibility Date 

For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession card being 
successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either term one (27 January 2016) or term two (11 April 2016). 

Closing Date 

Parents are encouraged to lodge the application form by 29 February 2016, so that payments can be made from March 
2016. However schools can accept parent applications up until 03 June 2016.  

 

 

PAYMENT AMOUNTS 

CSEF payment amount 

The CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses for the 

benefit of the eligible student. 

• Primary school student rate: $125 per year. 

• Secondary school student rate: $225 per year. 
 

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or 

excursion costs for your child. . 

For ungraded students, the rate payable is determined by the student’s date of birth. For more information, see: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

Year 7 government school students who are CSEF recipients are also eligible for a uniform voucher. Secondary 

schools are required to make applications on behalf of parents so please register your interest at the school.  

HOW TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM 
 

1. Complete the PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN DETAILS section. 

Make sure that the Surname, First Name, and Customer Reference Number (CRN) details match those on your 

concession card. You will also need to provide your concession card to the school. 

If you are claiming as a Foster Parent or a Veteran Affairs Pensioner, you will need to provide a copy of 

documentation confirming your status as a temporary Foster Parent or provide your Veterans Affairs Pensioner 

Gold card to the school. 

2. Complete the STUDENT/S DETAILS section for students at this school. 

3. Sign and date the form and return it to the school office. 
 

CSEF payments cannot be claimed retrospectively for prior years. 

 

Queries relating to CSEF eligibility and payments should be directed to the school. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

