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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT   10 March, 2016 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 

The first meeting of the new School Council will be held at 7pm next Thursday, 

March 17.  The early start will enable sufficient time for the presentation of our 

Annual Report at the Annual Reporting meeting, as well as allowing time for the 

election of office bearers for 2016.  The ‘normal’ March meeting will commence at 

7.30pm. 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

A reminder that School Photo day this year is on March 16.  Details are available 

via the News Feed on Compass or from the General Office. 

 

RIDE2SCHOOL DAY 

There were very, many students who managed to ride, skate or walk to school last 

Friday for Ride2School day.  The bike rack was certainly the valet parking for the 

day, with demand for spaces exceeding supply!!   Thanks (again) to Giana Romano 

for organising our school’s involvement. 

 

  

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

MARCH 14 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

 

MARCH 16 

Prep’s attend full time 

 

MARCH 16 

School Photos 

 

MARCH 24 

Term 1 finishes 

2:30pm dismissal 

 

APRIL 11 

Term 2 commences 

 

APRIL 14 

Student Free Day 

 

APRIL 27 - 29 

Grade 4 Camp 

 

MAY 2 – 6 

Grade 6 Camp 

 

October 10 – 13 

Grade 5 Camp 

 

November 12 & 13 

Vision Portraits Family 

Fundraising photos 

 

November 21 – 23 

Grade 3 Camp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TWITTER 

@viewbankps 

 

http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/


NATIONAL YOUNG LEADERS’ DAY 

Last week I was privileged to attend this day at the 

Melbourne Convention Centre with Sophie 

Noakes (Grade 6 Team Leader) and our school 

captains – Mahek Fazal,  Zac Brown, Madeline 

Mills and Thomas Hayes.  They have each chosen 

to write a report on a different guest speaker who 

presented to the 4000+ students, sharing their 

leadership journey with the next generation of 

leaders.  

 

Harry Baker 
 

 

On the 2nd March, the 4 School Captains went to the 

National Young Leaders Day, held at the Melbourne 

Convention Centre. We heard four speakers, one of which 

was Harry Baker.  

 

Harry is a poet from England. He spoke about self belief 

and that anything can happen if you just give it a go. A 

couple of years ago Harry won a local poetry slam. That's 

when he decided to go to another poetry slam in Scotland, 

which he won. After those two poetry slams came the 

London slam. Harry won that too. He then went to the UK 

poetry slam, and unbelievably, won that. He then took the 

courageous decision to compete in the World championship 

poetry slam! Once again, Harry won another poetry slam, 

this time the ‘World Poetry’ slam!  

 

To this day, Harry Baker is the number 1 poetry slam 

champion in the world! I think I can try and pass his 

message of self belief, on to younger children through our 

Buddy Program and generally out in the yard. 

 

By Madelyn Mills  6N 

 

 

Dylan Parker 
 

Dylan Parker was an inspirational speaker. He spoke 

about his journey which began from a paper plane 

throwing competition at university and how that ‘little’ 

event turned into something bigger; he became the 3rd 

in the world at paper plane throwing.  

 

His message was about trying new things and giving it 

a go, without this you may not know what you could 

truly achieve. Trying new things can make it more fun 

and enjoyable also.  

 

I think this message can apply to everyone. As a 

leader, I can challenge myself by doing new things and 

also encourage and support others to do the same. You 

never know, starting with the little may lead to more 

opportunities later life. I feel he has inspired me to do 

more of the ‘mastering of the little’. 

 

By Zach Brown  6N 

 

KATE AUSTIN  

NATIONAL YOUNG LEADERS DAY 
 
On Wednesday, 16th February, all the School Captains and 
Vice Captains went to the city to attend National Young 
Leaders Day. Four speakers gave their time and effort to 
give speeches about their life story and how to "master the 
little". The four speakers names were Harry Baker, Dylan 
Parker, Nathan Dubsy Want and Kate Austin.  
 
A lady named Kate Austin was one of the people who told us 
about her life story and how to "master the little". She started 

as a child who wasn’t treated very well at home. She left 

home and started her own family. She started a company 
called Pinchapoo. Pinchapoo is about giving needy people 
such as refugees, jailed, homeless and many other people 
basic hygiene products such as soaps and shampoos. She 
found that this helped with their self esteem. 
 
I was really inspired after her speech and it has encouraged 
me to think more about helping others and not just thinking 
about myself, like Kate did. Every one enjoyed this day and 
we all learned a lot from the four speakers who came to 
speak with us. 
   
By Mahek Fazal 6M 

 
 

 

Nathan Dubsy Want 
 

On Wednesday, the School Captains went to the National 

Young Leaders Day. There were 4 presenters and there are 4 

of us, so each of the School Captains have chosen to write 

about one of them. I will be writing about Nathan Dubsy Want. 

 

Nathan told us about this boot-aerobics thing that he made up. 

It is practically like a boot camp mixed in with aerobics. Some 

of the things he showed us and told us to do were picking 

imaginary items off a shelf and putting them into a trolley and 

also the sprinkler action which was fun. He started talking 

about when he was younger and he was the captain of his 

cricket team. It wasn't easy, so he had to push through his 

troubles. His tips were: become a person of focus, learn how 

to say no to things that will distract you from completing your 

goal, things aren't always easy, but most of the things you do 

are worth it. Don't let people put you down because many 

people ignore those distractions and become what people say 

they couldn't, or even do what people say you can't do.  

 

Leadership in many ways is hard, you just have to push 

through and keep going until you have reached you goal. 

Michael Jordan is one of those people who was put down but 

kept going. He was almost kicked out of one of the high 

performance teams because one of his shots wasn't good 

enough. But he kept going and look where he is now. He is one 

of the most famous basketball players of all time. So never 

give up and remember, "master the little" because even the 

small things will make a difference. 

 

By Thomas Hayes 6N 



REGIONAL SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Last week the following students were successful 

in qualifying for the Regional Championships 

which were held yesterday at the Northcote Pool - 

Sienna Bosschieter, Patrick Carr, Jemima Drake, 

Freya Hollingworth, Tarnie Jones, Abbey Martin, 

Rhys and Ryan Moodie, Amy Murphy, Tobey 

Tian, Thomas Vander Pal and Chloe Wegener.  At 

time of writing, this event hadn’t actually 

happened (!!), but I will endeavour to get their 

results into this week’s newsletter before it gets 

emailed to everyone.  Congratulations to these 

students, but also to all students who have 

competed at the various stages – I know you have 

tried to the best of your ability and that is all we 

ever ask!!  

Looking forward to the long weekend?  I know I 

am.  Have a great one, whatever you are doing, 

and we look forward to seeing you again on 

Tuesday, March 15. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Bill Kersing 

Principal 

 

COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER 

 

Please be advised that student absences, Term 

payments and excursion permission forms are 

now accessed via Compass 
 

 
 

 

CYBERSMART TIP 

 

CYBERSMART TIP 
 

 
 

Choose sensible names for usernames, 
email addresses etc. 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

 

2016 

Term 1:  27 January to 24 March * 
  (All children commence 28

th
 January) 

 

MARCH 14 - Labour Day Public Holiday 

 

Term 2:  11 April to 24 June 

APRIL 14 - Student Free Day 

Term 3:  11 July to 16 September 

Term 4:  3 October to 20 December 

 

* The first day of Term 1 is a student-free day in 

all government schools to allow for appropriate 

planning to take place for the arrival of students. 

Each year government schools are provided with 

four student-free days for professional 

development, school planning and administration, 

curriculum development, and student assessment 

and reporting purposes.  

 

 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK – 7/3/2016 

   

PREP D Callum 

PREP F Abbey & Chloe 

PREP R Evie & Koda 

1R Ryan 

1M William 

1B Zara 

1C Jakob 

2H Israel & Jessica 

2L Thomas 

2F Whole Class 

2R Kai 

3B Ebony 

3M Dean 

3K Rohan 

3W Jai 

4L Siena 

4S Max 

4R Nicholas 

5K Frey 

5T Liam 

5B Ryder 

6N Isabelle 

6K Evija 

6M Benson 

https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/Login.aspx


SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

 

Arthur Reed Photos will be visiting Viewbank 

Primary School on Wednesday 16
th

 March, 

2016. 

To order your child’s photo online please go to 

www.arphotos.com.au 

Viewbank Primary Schools 

Code is:  1603VP562 

If you are not able to order online, please 

complete the details requested on the ARP 

envelope which was sent home with your child.  

Envelopes and payment need to be returned to the 

school by photo day.  If you are ordering online 

you do not need to return the ARP envelop to the 

school. 

A family photo can be taken on the day but in 

order for this to happen orders need to be placed 

before the photo day.  These family photos can be 

ordered online or by using a separate family order 

envelope which is available from the schools 

office. 

You may order your photos online up until 

11:59pm, March 26, 2016. 

 

 

VIEWBANK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

EASTER RAFFLE 2016 

 

 

2016 Viewbank Primary 
School Easter Raffle 

$1.00 per ticket 

Easter Hamper for 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd Prize. 

Please return all sold tickets to school by 
Friday 18th March, 2016 

The raffle will be drawn at  school assembly 
on Monday 21st March, 2016 

Please see raffle ticket sheet which is 
attached to this newsletter. 

*Please ensure a name and phone number is 
clearly written onto all sold tickets. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

 

FREE DRESS DAY 

FRIDAY 18
TH

 MARCH  

GOLD COIN DONATION 

All money raised goes to the Good Friday Appeal. 

 

http://www.arphotos.com.au/


LIBRARY NEWS 

The Library always has new books to be covered 

and needs assistance with the shelving of books. If 

you have some spare time to assist please pop into 

the Library and offer your services. Even 10 

minutes while waiting to pick up your children 

would be appreciated. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CANTEEN NEWS 

 

CANTEEN CHANGING DAYS  

From Term 2 the canteen will operate on 

MONDAY and FRIDAY ONLY.  

The first day for lunch orders in Term 2 will be 

MONDAY 11 April.  

A new price list will also be released for Term 2.  

 

We would love to invite new volunteers to assist 

in the canteen on a Monday or Friday. How about 

staying after assembly for a cuppa and chat while 

assisting with lunch order preparations. 

Canteen Committee 

 

To assist with the banking of our canteen takings 

the bank has requested that families refrain from 

using Blu Tack and sticky tape on all coins. 
 

Thank you 

 
 

 

 

SCHOOL BANKING 

 

Don’t forget to hand your bankbooks into your 

class teacher every Tuesday for banking. 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 

 

The Uniform shop is now open every Tuesday 

from 9am to 10am. 

 

 

 

http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/index.php/parents/forms-notices/doc_download/380-uniform-shop-order-form-2014


MATHEMATICS PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT AT VIEWBANK 

PRIMARY 

Last week we were privileged to welcome back 

Michael Ymer to Viewbank Primary. Michael is a 

specialist Mathematics consultant and is involved 

in many professional development programs in 

schools across Australia and throughout the world. 

Michael is an enthusiastic and entertaining 

presenter who has a clear and practical approach 

to the challenges that confront schools and those 

teaching Mathematics.  

Throughout Thursday 3rd and Friday 4
th

 March, 

Michael demonstrated numeracy lessons for 

teachers at each year level across the school. 

These lessons were extremely beneficial, as 

teachers were released from their classes at 

various times to watch a truly exceptional 

numeracy teacher in action.  

Following the demonstration lessons, Michael 

meet with each teacher group to reflect on the 

lesson, answer questions, discuss best practice and 

assessment strategies and share ways to further 

extend and support student learning.  

Throughout the two days, Michael focused on: 

 differentiation – catering for different 

learning abilities within mathematics.  

 open ended maths investigation tasks that 

encourage the development of problem 

solving strategies. 

 effectively managing the ‘hands-on’ 

mathematics classroom.  

 

These days provided rich and rewarding 

professional development for our teachers as they 

watched Michael share his love of numeracy, 

weaving mathematical concepts into stories and 

scenarios and introducing practical, engaging 

tasks that suited each student’s individual learning 

needs and nurtured their curiosity in mathematics.  

The approach that Michael Ymer demonstrated is 

being consistently applied throughout the school. 

The 'Ymer' approach gives greater flexibility and 

scope for student performance using rich learning 

tasks that link and apply mathematical concepts 

and skills to develop numeracy understandings. 

Michael has helped us explore what ‘inquiry’ 

maths learning is and how inquiry can help us all 

become more engaged and inquisitive 

mathematicians.  

After school on Thursday, Michael led a 

productive PD meeting with staff, covering 

effective planning as well as programing advice 

on incorporating the new Victorian Curriculum 

Mathematics Framework.  

Below is a selection of photos from the two days 

as students engaged in real life learning 

opportunities.   

 

Gill Nicholls 

  

 

 



BANYULE ARTY FARTY FESTIVAL 

DREAMS OF THE FUTURE 

 

Viewbank Primary is going the Banyule Arty 

Farty Festival on Sunday 20th of March. Our 

theme is HOLIDAYING IN SPACE. 

 

All the planets form the school production will be 

walked down Burgundy Street. 

 

DATE:  Sunday, 20th March 2016 

 

TIME: 10.00 am - meet at 9.45 on Mount St, 

Heidelberg. 

 

WHAT TO WEAR: Any space style outfit(some 

space costumes provided by the school will be 

available to wear) 

 

WHAT TO BRING: A small suitcase on wheels 

that student will roll down the street. 

FINISH TIME: 11.00am at Sill's Bend, 

Heidelberg. 

 

HELP NEEDED: Parents to volunteer to bring 

Planets to amount St and from Sill's bend. Please 

see Maralyn, Ruth or Jenni Hall if you can help. 

 

We would love to see as many students as 

possible  who would like to be part of the Banyule 

Arty Farty festival. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Jenni & Marayln. 

 

 

HATS ON 
 

 

From 1st September school hats must been worn 

outside during all outside activities. 

 

VPS PARENTS & FRIENDS NEWS 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

This year Viewbank Primary School will be 

offering parents the opportunity to purchase the 

2016-2017 Entertainment Book.  The books will 

retail for $65, with $13 from every book going 

towards our 2016 fundraising for new playground 

equipment for the kids. 

 

For those of you who haven’t heard of the 

Entertainment Book, it’s a local restaurant and 

activity guide which provides hundreds of up to 

50% off and 2-for-1 offers from the finest 

restaurants, café’s, attractions, activities, retailers 

and hotel accommodation.  There is the option to 

purchase a hard copy book with coupons or a 

digital membership for your mobile phone. 

 

Please watch this space over the coming weeks for 

advice on when the on line purchasing is 

available.  We will also have a book on display 

outside the office for you to see just how much 

money you can save on day to day activities! 

 

Whether you are a regular or a new purchaser, we 

hope you will buy your book through the school 

this year. 

 

As always, thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

VPS Parents & Friends Committee 

 

 



DEFENCE SCHOOL TRANSITION AIDE 

 
Georgeina Fisher – Defence School Transition Aide  

 

What is the Defence School Transition Aide 

program? 

The Defence School Transition Aide (DSTA) 

program provides support to children of 

Australian Defence (ADF) members and their 

families, particularly during their transition into 

and out of a school on posting or during parental 

absences due to deployment, exercises or courses. 

What does a Defence School Transition Aide 

do? 

A Defence School Transition Aide provides 

assistance to ADF children and families.  This 

may include: 

 Assisting ADF parents and children to 

become familiar with the school and its 

facilities. 

 Coordinating appropriate welcoming and 

farewelling activities for ADF children 

involving the school community. 

 Supporting children at school during times 

of parental absences from home for service 

requirements. 

 Monitoring ADF children’s personal issues 

such as friendship, peer groups and 

classroom difficulties. 

 Contributing items of interest to the school 

newsletter. 

 Providing opportunities for ADF families 

to meet other ADF families within the 

school community. 

 Maintaining contact with ADF families 

who are enrolled in the school. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Viewbank Primary School EASTER RAFFLE 2016 

Please ensure a name and phone number are clearly written onto all sold tickets. 
Please cut out all sold tickets and place in an envelope with money to return to your child’s class  

Easter Hamper for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Prize. 
 

Please return sold tickets to school by Friday 18th March 
Raffle to be drawn at Monday Assembly Monday 21st March 

 
 

 

Easter Raffle 2016 
$1 per ticket 

 
Name______________________________________________ 

 
Phone______________________________________________ 
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Childhood today is an indoor activity. A recent Newspoll 
survey found that children under 10 spend less than ten per 
cent of their free time playing outdoors. The older children 
become the less vigorous activity they engage in. The      
average time for 5-6 year old children involved in vigorous 
activity is 4.3 hours. By the time children reach the   10-12 
year age group this figure has halved to 2.2 hours. Most of 
children’s physical activities are performed at school.  

The biggest factor affecting children’s play habits is the 
revolution in sedentary entertainment options- television, 
computers and video games. Most of the research available 
about kids and screens focuses on television viewing, and 
that is inconclusive. Many children when they leave the TV 
use a computer or play a video game so they simply replace 
one screen with another rather than engage in physical    
activity.  

Here are some ideas to help ensure children spend more time 
involved in active pursuits away from electronic screens: 
 

• Set time limits on the use of television, computers 
and video-games. One Australian study revealed that 
40 per cent of parents in homes with televisions have 
no time limits or rules for TV viewing and just fewer 

How many screens is your child watching?    by  Michael Grose 

Helping children through separation and divorce  by Michael Grose 

March 

 Our Kids 
 A newsletter for parents  

Michael Grose Presentations P/L  PO Box 167 Balnarring 3926  free call 1800 004 484   

www.parentingideas.com.au office@parentingideas.com.au 

Bought to you by your children’s school 

than 50 per cent of families eat their evening meal in 
front of the TV. 

• Keep televisions, computers and video-games in public 
places so that you can monitor their use. 

• Have screen-free time. Either once a week or have 
some time each day when all screens are off, unless 
they are needed for educational purposes. 

• Ensure a range of alternative play options are       
available that suit the interests of each child. 

• Actively encourage each child to participate in at least 
one weekly creative, community-based or sporting 
activity. 

How children spend their time influences their personal and 
social development as well as their physical well-being. Some 
children need little guidance regarding their use of free time, 
while others benefit from parents’ encouragement to try 
healthier alternatives to the range of electronic screens that 
compete for their attention.                                                    OK 
 

Michael Grose is a leading parent educator, a trained teacher and 
author. For further ideas about raising confident kids and     
resilient teenagers visit www.parentingideas.com.au   

Children experience a range of emotions following their parents’ separation and divorce including; anger, shock, sadness 
and anxiety. 

 

The way parents communicate to children during and following the separation can make a difference to how they cope. 
Children often blame themselves for the relationship breakdown of their parents so let them know that the separation is 
not their fault and they have done nothing to cause the it. 
 

Many difficulties can be avoided or minimised if parents adopt a business-like approach to parenting and keep parenting 
arrangements separate from relationship issues, legal issues and financial arrangements.  

Continued page 2 
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What you should know about……Organisational skills  by Michael Grose 

This newsletter is 
fully photocopiable. 
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Our Kids 

The ability to organise space, time and       
possessions is an important but often          
underestimated success skill.  

Some children are naturally well-organised. ‘A 
place for everything and everything in its place’ is 
their mantra even from a young age. These 
neatnicks can be a little compulsive but order 
and personal organization lead to greater   
personal effectiveness and efficiency. 

Many children need assistance with            
organisation, particularly boys. It just doesn’t 
come naturally. Give them a complex project 
and they flounder as they can’t naturally 
break it into neat chunks and manageable 
pieces. Give them a number of tasks to do and 
they will leave one out. Ask them to arrange a 
series of files and they will struggle unless you 
create a system to follow. Organisational skills 
can be learned. Processes and procedures once 
practised can be part of a set of personal skills 
that stay for life.   

There are four categories of personal           
organisation skills. By understanding each 
category you can work out your own ways of 
developing children’s organisational skills: 

1. Chunking: Breaking complex tasks into 
small, manageable steps. For instance, 
week-long school projects can be broken 
down into a series of smaller tasks that can 
be completed daily. 

2. Goal-setting: Helping children set small 
and large goals is one tangible way of    
increasing their effectiveness. E.G “I want 
to learn to spell 20 new words from my list 
by Friday.” “I want to save $15 this 
month from my pocket-money.” 

3. Making plans: Working out steps required 
to help achieve goals and objectives      
requires children to look ahead. “I will 
learn five words a night. I’ll get mum to 
hear me each night.” “I’ll put $4 aside each 
week. I’ve got to buy my brother a 
birthday present. Now that will be 
difficult but if I…” 

4. Managing time: Time planning tools 
such as lists and diaries can help     
children keep schedules, hand work in 
on time and help prevent children 
overestimating what they can achieve.                                                                          

                                                                                   OK  

‘Helping kids through separation and divorce ‘ continued 
 

The following ground rules are useful to help you maintain a successful business-relationship around parenting after     
separation and divorce: 

a. Avoid putting the other parent down in front of children as their identity is often strongly linked to their 
parents.  

b. Avoid conflict during hand-over times. If you can’t avoid arguing, arrange a pick-up at a neutral place.  

c. Never ask children to take sides or choose one parent over another. This leads to confusion and feelings of 
disloyalty. 

d. Be considerate of the other parent when you contact them.  Often the conflict is exacerbated by a        
breakdown of basic common courtesy between couples. 

e. Avoid mixing relationship issues with parenting issues when talking to the other parent about children. 
Choose another time to discuss personal issues with your ex-partner. 

Adopting a business-like approach to parenting takes enormous good will on both sides, which is often difficult to garner. 
However research is overwhelming that outcomes are always better for children when both partners can act in the best of 
interests of children and keep personal relationship issues aside.                                                                                               OK 
 

Michael Grose is a leading parent educator, a trained teacher and author. For further ideas about getting your family flying in the 
same formation visit www.parentingideas.com.au   


