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WELCOME BACK AND FIRST TIME WELCOME 

A warm welcome back to our ‘current’ Viewbank families and an equally ‘warm’ 

welcome to our first time families as your children commence education at 

Viewbank PS in 2017.  We have 84 students enrolled in Prep in 2017, and a number 

of other ‘new’ students at various grade levels.  Welcome to all of you!  At time of 

writing we have 646 students enrolled in 29 classes with average class sizes being 

22.3, probably the lowest average that I can recall in my ten years here. After a day 

of planning and preparation, the staff were ready for the full on ‘assault’ of all 646 

students on Tuesday.  Our Foundation students settled fairly quickly – most of their 

parents did, as well!!  We know that our transition program has prepared all of our 

new students more than adequately to know and understand the daily routines of 

school at Viewbank.  Just a reminder to our Foundation families, that Wednesdays 

are ‘rest’ days until the week commencing March 13, in order for our staff to do all 

of the mandatory testing required by the Department.   

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome and introduce our new staff 

members. Paige Deery will be teaching Foundation P in 2017 and Showji Ito is our 

new Japanese teacher for 2017.  We welcome both of you and hope your stay with 

us is a long and happy one.  We also welcome back, in part-time capacities, Jen 

Carter, Fiona Newton, Angela Roccasalva and Jen Cuthbertson, as they assume 

various roles around the school, and  equally wish you all well for 2017 and want to 

let you know how glad we are to see you back! 

Term 1 offers a number of highlights with Information Nights on February 7 and 8, 

‘Getting To Know You’ interviews on February 20 or 22, a community picnic and 

Movie Night on Friday, March 3, School Swimming Sports, Junior School Council 

Elections, School Council Elections, and more. 

As always, our prime motivation is to ensure the best possible learning outcomes 

for your children (our students) in a safe and secure learning environment.  How we 

do this relies on excellent communication, effective partnerships between home and 

school and clarity of purpose, goals and vision.  In future newsletters I hope to 

expand upon these points! 

SCHOOL CAPTAINCY 

I would like to formally acknowledge in print the students in Grades 5 and 6 who 

have been successful in gaining leadership positions for 2017.  These were 

announced at the final assembly of the school year in December with badges 

awarded on that day. 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

 

Tue Feb 7 

Information Night 

 

Wed Feb 8 

Information Night (Grade 6) 

 

Tue Feb 14 

School Photos 

 

Sun Feb 19 

Working Bee (afternoon) 

 

Fri Mar 3 

Viewbank Primary School 

Family Social Movie Night 

 
 

Mon Mar 13 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

 

Fri Mar 21 

Last day of Term 1 

 

Tue 18 Apr 

Term 2 Commences 

 

Tue 25 Apr 

Anzac Day Public Holiday 

 

Sat May 6 

Working Bee (morning) 

 

Mon 8 – Fri 12 May 

Grade 6 Camp 

 

Mon 29- Wed 31 May 

Grade 4 Camp 

 

Sun Aug 6 

Working Bee (afternoon) 

 

Sat Oct 28 

Working Bee (morning) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TWITTER 

@viewbankps 

 

http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/


School Captains 

Dior Croxford 

Zack Pulvirenti 

 

School Vice Captains 

Abbey Martin 

Blake Karvelis 

 

Environmental Captains 

Tessa Carson 

Mitchell Howard 

 

House Captains 

 

Plenty 

Captain Sophie Harrisson 

Captain Brayden Graham 

Vice Captain Matilda Crawford 

Vice Captain Liam Brewerton 

 

Yarra 

Captain Sienna Mazziotta 

Captain Ilija Simonovski 

Vice Captain Brooke Karvelis 

Vice Captain Aidan Jones 

 

Darebin 

Captain Sarah Basham 

Captain Paddy Carr 

Vice Captain Bianca Stella 

Vice Captain Max Folliard 

 

Diamond 

Captain Renee Arvanitakis 

Captain Jamie Tax 

Vice Captain Lilla Edmunds 

Vice Captain Thomas Vander Pal 

 

 

INFORMATION NIGHTS 

Information Nights for each Grade level 

(Foundation – 5) will be held next Tuesday, 

February 7 in the following venues and at the 

indicated times.  The Grade 6 session will be held 

on the Wednesday Night due to staff 

unavailability on the Tuesday night. Teams will 

meet together to sketch an outline of the approach 

to teaching for the year in each grade level, as well 

as detailing expectations and homework 

requirements, and providing opportunities for 

parents to be involved in their child’s learning 

throughout the year.  We have staggered the times 

to try and allow you to attend more than one 

meeting if you have more than one sibling at our 

school, and recommend where there is a clash that 

parents ‘split up’ and feedback the information at 

home!! 

Tuesday, 

February 7 

Library Music 

Room 

Science 

Room 

Staff 

Room 

6pm Foundation 

(Prep) 

Grade 1 Grade 3 Grade 4 

7pm  Grade 5  Grade 2 

 

Wednesday, 

February 8 

Library Music 

Room 

Science 

Room 

Staff 

Room 

6pm   Grade 6  

 

SCHOOL COMMUNITY NIGHT 

Please set aside Friday, March 3, for a school 

community picnic and movie night at school.  It 

should be a fun and very social event.  As I had no 

input into the choosing of the night, the rain 

should stay well away.  Further details on the 

night will be advised over the next few weeks. 

CONDOLENCES 

Our deepest sympathies are extended to Jack 

Carter, Grade 6A, and his sister Molly and mother 

Virginia, on the passing of their father/husband 

just before Christmas. Our thoughts and prayers 

are with you all. 

COMPASS 

By now all new families should have been 

provided with user names and passwords to access 

our online information portal known as 

COMPASS.  It is also the vehicle to allow for 

payments, the recording of student absences and 

more.  If you haven’t as yet been provided with 

this information, please don’t hesitate to contact 

the General Office and they will assist you in this 

regard. 

 



NOTICES FOR APPROVAL 

You will receive early next week a separate notice 

requiring yours, (and in some cases, your child’s), 

signature giving permission for a range of 

activities such as local walking excursions, the 

occasional viewing of educational videos with a G 

or PG rating, publication of student work, and/or 

photos in various forums and so on.  Please read 

this notice, and any accompanying information 

(e.g. Internet Use Guidelines) CAREFULLY, 

before signing where relevant and appropriate and 

returning it to school.  Once all permission forms 

have been returned, a master list is compiled for 

every class so that all teachers are fully aware of 

the relevant permissions and authorities required 

to publish photos in newsletters, attend local 

walking excursions and so on.  We appreciate 

your cooperation (in advance!!) in returning these 

promptly!! 

SAFETY AROUND THE SCHOOL AND IN 

CAR PARKING 

As always we implore consideration, 

commonsense, courtesy and care in driving and 

parking around the schoolgrounds.  Please note 

that the STAFF CAR PARK is for staff vehicles 

only. 

HOURS OF SUPERVISION 

We have staff rostered on from 8.45am until 

3.45pm to perform yard duty supervision at recess 

and lunch breaks and before and after school. 

Outside of these hours we do NOT provide 

supervision, but parents may avail themselves of 

the wonderful before and after school care 

program now very conveniently located in the 

gymnasium.  

I trust everyone has had a great start to the 2017 

school year. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Bill Kersing 

Principal 

NEWS FROM MRS NICHOLLS 

A warm welcome back to all members of our 

school community. I hope everyone managed to 

have an enjoyable and restful holiday break. 

It was wonderful to see so many happy and 

relaxed students (as well as quite a few parents) 

arriving on Tuesday, with most children settling 

quickly into their new grades.  

This year we will once again be using the services 

of CLASSROOM CUISINE for online lunch 

ordering. Lunch orders can be ordered online for 

MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and FRIDAY each 

week at www.classroomcuisine.com.au 

Remember you need to register first if you haven’t 

used the service before. 

Lunches will be delivered to the school prior to 

1.00pm and distributed to classrooms.  

Thanks to our wonderful volunteer parent helpers, 

we will continue to sell icypoles over the counter 

from the canteen in the middle courtyard on 

Fridays from 1.10pm- 1.45pm for $1.00. 

Mathletics is currently being updated with 2017 

student information but in the meantime students 

can still access their account from 2016. As soon 

as this process has been finalised, classroom 

teachers will send home passwords and 

information regarding usage with your child. 

Year 5&6 Sport polo tops and Year 6 polo tops 

that were ordered last year are in the process of 

being distributed to students. We have been 

waiting for a final delivery of Year 6 polo tops 

and these should arrive on Friday. 

If you are still interested in purchasing either of 

the polo tops could you please fill in the 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST form below and 

return it to school (classroom teacher) by Friday 

10
th

 February. We will contact you if we have 

stock available otherwise if numbers allow we will 

place another order with our suppliers. 

The Year 6 jumper order will be posted on 

Compass shortly. Please order this promptly so 

http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au/


that the order can be placed and the students will 

receive their jumpers later in term 1. 

 

Have a great term,  

 

Mrs Nicholls 

 

 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

YEAR 5 & 6 POLO TOPS 
Due Friday 10 February 

 

Name: ______________________________________ 

Grade: ______________________________________ 

 

GRADE 5&6 SPORT POLO TOP -  $42 Each       

SIZE: ___________  QUANTITY: _________ 

 

GRADE 6 POLO TOP - $35 Each  

SIZE: __________  QUANTITY: _________ 

 
Sizes available in size 10, 12, XXS/14, XS/16, S, M, L 
 

 

HATS ON 

 

 

From 1st September until 30th April school hats 

must be worn outside during all outside activities. 

 

 

 

SCHOOL BANKING 

 

Don’t forget to hand your bankbooks into your 

class teacher every Tuesday for banking. 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Tuesday 14
th

 February, 2017 

 

 
 

COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER 

 

Please be advised that student absences, Term payments 

and excursion permission forms are now accessed via 

Compass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

 

2017 

Term 1:   30 January (teachers start) 

                         31 January (students start)  

                         to 31 March  

Term 2:  18 April (Tuesday) to 30 June 

Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 

Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 

 
2017 PUPIL FREE DAYS 

Monday, January 30 

Friday, March 10 

Monday, November 6 
* Please note that we have one further day available that  

will be advised in due course.   

 

2017 VARIATION TO SCHOOL DAYS 

Wednesday June 28 - Three-way conferences 

 

https://www.msp.com.au
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/Login.aspx


Viewbank Primary School 

Family Social Movie Night 

 

Save the date 

Friday 3
rd

 March, 2017 

 

 
 

ICY POLE FRIDAY 

PARENT HELPERS NEEDED 

 

On Friday’s students will able to buy icy poles 

over the counter at lunchtime. All icy poles cost 

$1.00 each. 

 

We are asking for parent helpers to assist with the 

sale of these icy poles on Friday’s from 1pm to 

2pm. If you able to assist can you please notify the 

office of your available dates. 

 

Email:    viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Phone:  9459 - 1512 

 

 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN EVERY TUESDAY 

 

The Uniform shop is open every Tuesday from 

9am to 10am. Orders can be left at the office and 

uniform sent home with your child.  

 

 

 

 

LUNCH ORDERS 

CLASSROOM CUISINE provides lunch orders to 

our school on a MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and 

FRIDAY’S. 

 

Lunches must be ordered online using the 

CLASSROOM CUISINE website. 

www.classroomcuisine.com.au 
 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM 

Welcome back to all returning music students and 

to new students! 

The Instrumental Music Program will commence 

next week (beginning February 6). 

We had a display of wonderful talent in 2016. The 

end of year performances were both entertaining 

and very impressive. 2017 offers many wonderful 

opportunities for those students who would like to 

learn an instrument.  

Viewbank Primary School offers tuition in a wide 

variety of musical instruments. Tuition is offered 

in Woodwind and Brass for students in Grades 3-

6 and in Strings  and Drum Kit for Grades Prep-

6.  

Singing (Grades 2-6), Keyboard and Guitar or 

Ukulele lessons are also available at school, with 

enrolment and fee arrangements being made 

through those teachers directly.  

Further information and “Expression of Interest” 

forms are available at the general office. 

Alternatively, forms can be downloaded via the 

school website. You will also find a form in this 

newsletter. Please return to the school office 

ASAP, as lessons begin soon. Thank you. 

STRINGS 

There are a few places available for cello and 

violin. These fill quickly! 

 

WOODWIND & BRASS 

Great opportunities for Woodwind and Brass 

students, including participation in school band. 

Good head start for High School bands/ 

ensembles/ orchestras. 

 

DRUM KIT 

There are a few places remaining for those 

students interested in lessons. 

 

mailto:viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au/
https://classroomcuisine.com.au/
http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/index.php/parents/forms-notices/doc_download/380-uniform-shop-order-form-2014


GUITAR / UKULELE / FLUTE 

Students (Grades 2-6) interested in guitar, ukulele 

or flute lessons can contact James directly on 0425 

730 643 or email jameshmac22@yahoo.com.au  

 

SINGING 

Students (Grades 2-6) interested in singing lessons 

can contact Gabriella directly on 0413 676 733 or 

email gabriella@the.inter.net.au Otherwise return 

form to school office. 

 

KEYBOARD 

Forms are available at school office. Alternatively, 

Neil can be contacted directly on 0403 969 968 or 

email centrepiecemusic@bigpond.com 

Here’s to another great year of Instrumental 

Music!  

Gabriella Favretto 

Instrumental Music Coordinator  
 

 

CYBERSMART TIP 

 

Cybersmart Tip 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.esafety.gov.au 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

http://www.esafety.gov.au/
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VPS CHESS CLUB 2017 
 

 
 

 
 Think!     Concentrate!     Gain Confidence!     Have FUN!  

 
 
 

 
 

Coach: Jim Cannon, PhD (UMelb), Dip Ed (UMelb)  Email: jimphd2000@gmail.com 

 

 

RETURNING STUDENTS: Please do NOT fill in this form unless updating your details 

 

SPECIAL OFFER (TERM 1 ONLY): 
PAY FOR THE YEAR AND PAY ONLY $220 (SAVE $20!) 

 
 

Fees: $60 / child / term          Due: 10/2/17 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

 

Payment Options: Please  circle  payment method used: 
 

1. EFT* (preferred)    2. Cash   3. Chq (to “J.F.Cannon”) 

 
*EFT (JF Cannon, 037-138 56-4211) with name, school and date in description eg “J BROWN VPS T1” 

 
Unless using EFT, this form must be lodged together with your payment in an envelope at the office 
 

 1._________________________ in Year   P  1   2   3   4   5   6   
 

 2._________________________ in Year   P  1   2   3   4   5   6 
 

Name of parents / guardians 1.______________________  2._______________________ 
 
 

Signature of parent / guardian ____________________________   Date        /         /        
 

Phone: Home________________________mob_________________________________ 
 

Email __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Term enrolling (Please tick  ) 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Term Tick  

1  

2  

3  

4  
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Name of Child(ren) 

NEW STUDENTS ONLY: 

Commencement Date  

(first lesson)         /         /        

 2017     LESSON DATES 
 

  

Term First  Last  

1 10/2 31/3 

2 28/4 23/6 

3 28/7 15/9 

4 20/10 15/12 

 

 

 

VPS 

mailto:jimphd2000@gmail.com


VIEWBANK PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM  

 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FORM 

 

 
 
Student Name:  ______________________________ Grade: __________________________ 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Name:  _______________________ Contact  No.:  _________________ 

 

 

 

1. My child would like to learn the  __________________________________________________ 

       (name of instrument) 

 

 

2. Would you like to hire an instrument through the school program? 

 

YES   /  NO     (please circle your answer) 

 

 

 

3.  I understand that if an excursion is held on the same day as a lesson, the teacher will make up         

the lesson at another time. However, lessons missed by the student for any other reason will not 

be refunded. Special consideration may be given for certain circumstances. 

  

  

 Signed: _____________________________  Date:  _______________________  

                        (Parent/Guardian) 

 

 

 

Any comments or questions: 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   

 

Please return this form to Gabriella Favretto or the school office  

to ensure a place for your child is reserved 



Viewbank Primary School   Ratified November 2007 

 
VIEWBANK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Love of Learning, Learning for Life 
 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS GUIDELINES 

 

 

 Every community volunteer will be expected to provide a Working 

with Children’s Check card. 

 Community volunteers may be involved in working with small groups of 

children under the direction and supervision of the classroom teacher. 

 Community volunteers will work with, support and encourage all students. 

 Community volunteers will be positive role models at all times. 

 Community volunteers will seek guidance from the teacher and assistance 

whenever they are unsure of the work expectations. 

 Community volunteers will encourage the children with whom they are 

working to respect the working environment of others. 

 To assist with group activities, community volunteers need to be aware of the 

time available to complete activities. 

 Community volunteers will be mindful of making judgements.  They need to 

understand that all students can learn and that children learn at different rates 

and have different learning needs. 

 Community volunteers need to maintain confidentiality- the privacy of both 

parents and children must be respected at all times.  The names of children and 

teachers with whom a community volunteer is working must not be mentioned 

in front of other children or other parents. 

 If a community volunteer is unable to attend or need to change the rostered 

time they are encouraged to contact the school. 

 Community volunteers are requested not to bring their pre school children into 

the classroom whilst they are assisting the classroom teacher. 

 Community volunteers are required to sign in at main office prior to working 

in the classroom. 


