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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT   23 February, 2017 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

Nominations for School Council closed at 4.00pm on Friday, February 17.  There 

were four nominations for the four vacant Parent Member category positions and 

two nominations for the two vacant Department of Education and Training (DET) 

category positions.  Accordingly I declare the following nominees have been 

successful in obtaining two year positions on School Council:- 

Parent Member Category 

Rebecca DEIGHTON 

Rachel KRAFT 

Kate RYAN 

Nancy WAGNER 

 

DET Member Category 

Gillian NICHOLLS 

Suzanne KOT 

 

These school community members join current Council members Sandra Vander 

Pal, Duncan Baulch and Steve Pinner (Parent Members) and Sandy Farley and Bill 

Kersing (DET Members) on the 2017-2018 School Council. 

SCHOOL SWIMMING SPORTS 

A reminder that the school swimming sports are scheduled for Monday, February 

27 at the WaterMarc pool in Greensborough.  These school/house sports serve as 

trials for the District Sports being held on Thursday, March 2 (the same week).  

With the short turn around, there will be much tweaking of events on the Tuesday 

of that week, as District and State rules put strict limits on how many events a child 

may participate in.  Our P.E. coordinator, Michael Betson, will be working hard on 

this on Tuesday so please be vigilante on COMPASS to attend to any permissions 

required for your child’s possible participation on Thursday. 

COMMUNITY PICNIC AND MOVIE NIGHT 

Don’t forget the Viewbank PS community picnic and Movie Night on Friday 

March 3.  Staff will also be in attendance so a great opportunity to mingle in a 

social setting.  If you haven’t yet booked, go to  

https://www.trybooking.com/261517 

The movie is ‘The Secret Life of Pets’ and from my trawling of the internet (The 

Internet Movie Database or IDMB) it rates highly!! 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

 

Mon Feb 27 

Swimming Sports  

Grade 3 to 6 

 

Fri Mar 3 

Viewbank Primary School 

Family Social Movie Night 

 
 

Fri Mar 10 

Pupil Free Day 

 

Mon Mar 13 

Labour Day Public Holiday 

 

Fri Mar 31 

Last day of Term 1 

 

Tue 18 Apr 

Term 2 Commences 

 

Tue 25 Apr 

Anzac Day Public Holiday 

 

Sat May 6 

Working Bee (morning) 

 

Mon 8 – Fri 12 May 

Grade 6 Camp 

 

Mon 29- Wed 31 May 

Grade 4 Camp 

 

Sun Aug 6 

Working Bee (afternoon) 

 

Sat Oct 28 

Working Bee (morning) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TWITTER 

@viewbankps 

 

http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/261517


WORKING BEE 

The 12 noon experiment last Sunday proved to be 

a worthwhile experiment.  Sadly for us, the first of 

the rain fell shortly afterwards, but nonetheless 

much was achieved.  Many thanks to all of the 

families and staff members who were represented 

on the day. 

There are many forums to volunteer assistance 

within a school community, and we are always 

grateful for your support.  There are often 

occasions where such voluntary assistance goes 

unheralded, or where the complexity or difficulty 

of the task is not recognized by the vast majority 

within our community.  Many working bee 

participants got wet on Sunday and carried on 

with a smile or a grin and it was really very much 

appreciated.  By way of example, our School 

Council President (Sandra Vander Pal) didn’t 

hesitate to get her hands dirty – literally!! (That’s 

a very blocked drain, by the way!!) 

 

A CHILD IS BORN 

I am sure everyone will be thrilled to know that 

Samah Hamwi had a baby boy, Adam on 2
nd

 

February.  Everyone is well! 

 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

A reminder that School Council has approved 

Friday, March 10 as a pupil free day for staff to 

participate in a day’s professional development 

conducted by the Austin Hospital.  The focus is 

their CASEA program. The Austin CASEA 

program has been designed to assist schools and 

families to support primary school-aged children 

with their social, emotional and behavioural 

development. It aims to enhance skills in 

understanding and expressing feelings, as well as 

getting along with others. 

The Austin CASEA program is delivered in the 

primary school setting and can address a wide 

range of issues including: 

 poor self regulation of emotion 

 difficult or challenging behaviours 

 classroom behaviour management 

 anxiety 

 attachment and healthy relationships 

 impact of trauma 

No doubt, at the conclusion of the program, staff 

will be better versed to assist our students in 

dealing with some of these issues. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATES 

 

Last week School Council met for the first time in 

2017.  Major points of discussion included, 

approval of dates for 2017 camps and sleep overs, 

approval of the school’s strategic plan for 2017 - 

2020, and the management of increased student 

numbers at OSHC.  

 

The School Council also discussed progressing 

matters from last year, specifically the upgrading 

of the asphalt and oval areas. As you would recall, 

in 2016 School Council surveyed parents to gain a 

greater understanding of what major projects 

could be supported through future fundraising 

efforts.  

 

Following a review of the survey, the School 

Council resolved that future efforts would focus 

on raising funds to cover the large ashphalt area 

outside the gymnasium with a play friendly 

surface and also upgrading the oval.  

 

School Council is now seeking interested parents 

to join a sub committee that will further develop 

these ideas over the coming months. The 

committee will report back to School Council in 

May with recommendations for the upgrade. If 

you are interested in joining the sub committee 

please call the school office on 9459-1512.  The 

first meeting will occur in early March.  

 

And on the subject of subcommittees, whilst the 

composition of School Council is determined by 

nomination and election if necessary, membership 

of the subcommittees is not.  You may consider 

joining one of the following subcommittees which 

generally meet just once a term (unless otherwise 

noted below).  Please call the office for further 



details and they will advise the following 

convenors of your interest:- 

Subcommittee Convenor Current 

Meeting Time 

EDUCATION Suzanne KOT Monday  

7pm 

FINANCE Bill KERSING Thursday 

6.30pm* 

BUILDINGS AND 

GROUNDS 

Nick and James 

DEANE 

Tuesday 

7.30pm 

OSHC Jen CUTHBERTSON Monday 

6.15pm 

UNIFORM Gillian NICHOLLS TBA 

PARENTS AND 

FRIENDS 

Gillian NICHOLLS Tuesdays 

6.30pm 

MAJOR PROJECTS Duncan BAULCH TBA 

*Twice per term 

That’s enough from me this week.  I hope we all 

have a great weekend! 

Kind regards, 

Bill Kersing  

Principal 

 

AUSTRALIAN DEFENCE FORCE 

MENTOR PROGRAM 2017  

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I would like to take this opportunity welcome 

everyone to the new school year. I will be 

continuing in my role as Program Co-ordinator in 

2017. 

I am mindful of some of the challenging issues 

that face some of our Defence students and look 

forward to working with your children this year. 

Please contact me at any stage if you have any 

concerns you want to discuss.  I can be contacted 

via phone on 9459-1512 or email 

viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.    

I wish everyone the best of the year ahead. 

Kind regards 

Georgeina Fisher 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM MRS NICHOLLS 

UNIFORMS 

There has been very high demand for new uniform 

items through our school uniform shop this year 

and as a result many items are presently out of 

stock, especially in the smaller sizes. Please be 

assured that they are on the way and I ask for your 

patience. Suppliers are extremely busy at this time 

of year and normal delivery times have been 

extended in some cases.  

Mrs Sharon Jones (Uniform Shop Coordinator) 

has been working very hard to fill orders where 

she can and will communicate with parents as 

stock becomes available.  

With some cooler mornings arriving we welcome 

girls wearing green tights with their summer 

dresses however the uniform shop does not stock 

tights.  

We discourage students from wearing black or 

white leggings. 

Uniform Swap Box 

If you have uniforms that are still in good 

condition but are no longer needed, then we 

encourage you to please drop them into the 

Uniform Shop swap box. If you have donated 

items, then please feel free to see if there is 

something in the box that suits your present needs. 

 

Icy Pole Friday 

A big thank you to the parents who are 

volunteering on a Friday to sell icy poles at 

lunchtime. This is hugely popular with the 

students and we couldn't do it without our helpers. 

Please remember that we encourage children to 

only bring one dollar to spend.  

 

mailto:viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

The first meeting for the year of the Parents and 

Friends Committee was held on Tuesday evening. 

Major fund raising activities were decided upon 

with eager volunteers from across the school 

offering to organise and run these important 

events that help add to the ‘community’ of our 

school as well as raising valuable funds. 

It is not too late to become involved. If you are 

interested in joining the Parents and Friends 

group, please leave your name at the office.  

So, keep an eye out in Term 1 for upcoming 

events such as the school community picnic and 

movie night, a ‘special’ lunch order day, Easter 

hot cross buns fundraiser and the Easter raffle.  

 

Have a great week. 

 

Gill Nicholls  

 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK – 20/02/2017 

 

Foundation K Whole Class 

Foundation P Whole Class 

Foundation R Whole Class 

1R Sidharth 

1C Zara 

1T Aisha 

1K Jacob 

2B Grace & Fiona 

2L Felix 

2M Sukhjeet 

3B Chrissy 

3G Luke 

3M Daniel 

3W Jake 

4L Jordan 

4F Elise 

4N Caitlin 

4S Rylie & Ashleigh 

5C Ashley  

5K Jade  

6B Anna & Chloe 

6A Julien 

6G Sarah 

Viewbank Primary School 

Family Social Movie Night 

 

Tickets now on sale!!! 
https://www.trybooking.com/261517  

 

 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/261517  

 

 

SCHOOL BANKING 

 

Don’t forget to hand your bankbooks into your 

class teacher every Tuesday for banking. 

 

 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/261517
https://www.trybooking.com/261517
https://www.trybooking.com/261517
https://www.trybooking.com/261517


COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER 

 

Please be advised that student absences, Term payments 

and excursion permission forms are now accessed via 

Compass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

 

2017 

Term 1:   30 January (teachers start) 

                         31 January (students start)  

                         to 31 March  

Term 2:  18 April (Tuesday) to 30 June 

Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 

Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 

 
2017 PUPIL FREE DAYS 

Monday, January 30 

Friday, March 10 

Monday, November 6 
* Please note that we have one further day available that  

will be advised in due course.   

 

2017 VARIATION TO SCHOOL DAYS 

Wednesday June 28 - Three-way conferences 

 

 

 

ICY POLE FRIDAY 

PARENT HELPERS NEEDED 

 

On Fridays students will able to buy icy poles over 

the counter at lunchtime. All icy poles cost $1.00 

each. 

 

We are asking for parent helpers to assist with the 

sale of these icy poles on Fridays from 1pm to 

2pm. If you able to assist can you please notify the 

office of your available dates. 

 

Email:    viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Phone:  9459 - 1512 

 
 

HATS ON 

 

 

From 1st September until 30th April school hats 

must be worn outside during all outside activities. 

 

LUNCH ORDERS 

CLASSROOM CUISINE provides lunch orders to 

our school on a MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and 

FRIDAY’S. 

 

Lunches must be ordered online using the 

CLASSROOM CUISINE website. 

www.classroomcuisine.com.au 
 

 
 

LIBRARY HELPERS 

The Library always has new books to be covered 

and needs assistance with the shelving of books. If 

you have some spare time to assist please pop into 

the Library and offer your services. Even 10 

minutes while waiting to pick up your children 

would be appreciated. 

 
 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN EVERY TUESDAY 

 

The Uniform shop is open every Tuesday from 

9am to 10am. Orders can be left at the office and 

uniform sent home with your child.  

 

 

 

 

CYBERSMART TIP 

 

Cybersmart Tip 
 

 
 

www.esafety.gov.au 

 
 

mailto:viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au/
http://www.esafety.gov.au/
https://classroomcuisine.com.au/
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/Login.aspx
http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/index.php/parents/forms-notices/doc_download/380-uniform-shop-order-form-2014


KITCHEN GARDEN UPDATE 
 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Hook in2 Hockey! 

Come and try hockey for free. 

Yarra Valley is running a come and try day which leads into a 6 

week program for 5-12 year olds.  

Saturday 25
th

 February, 10.30-11.30 at 67 Liberty Parade, Bellfield. 

Please contact Rachel Watson (bha@yarravalleyhockey.com.au) if 

you have any questions. 

mailto:bha@yarravalleyhockey.com.au


 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 









 

Educational Assessment Australia 
Educational Assessment Australia PO Box 8020 Alexandria NSW 1435 Australia 
T: +61 2 8344 1010 F: +61 2 8344 1030 E: info@eaa.unsw.edu.au W: www.eaa.unsw.edu.au 
Educational Assessment Australia is an education group of UNSW Global Pty Limited, a not-for-profit provider of education, training and advisory services 
and a wholly owned enterprise of the University of New South Wales. UNSW Global Pty Limited ABN 62 086 418 582 

 
2017 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS)   
 
Dear Parent, 
 
The University of New South Wales is offering your child an opportunity to participate in the International Competitions 
and Assessments for Schools (ICAS).   
 
ICAS assessments have taken place annually in schools for over thirty years and in twenty countries. Educational 
Assessment Australia (EAA), who design and deliver the assessments, is the not-for-profit arm of the University of New 
South Wales.  
 
ICAS: 

 is an annual skills development assessment program in key areas of learning for students in Years 2–12; 
assessments are available in Digital Technologies, English, Mathematics, Science, Spelling and Writing 

 gathers performance information through a 30–60 minute supervised in-school test 

 provides a continuous, independent and comprehensive record of a student’s performance, and maps their 
development over the full period of primary and secondary schooling 

 enables the progress of each student to be mapped in each skill against their previous performance, demonstrating 
personal improvement no matter the starting point 

 uses fellow students’ results as a reference point; results are mapped against all students sitting at the same year 
level in Australia 

 provides an excellent preparation for national testing 

 enables students at all levels of ability to participate; ICAS contains questions designed to specifically explore the 
abilities of students of all standards – this includes those of both lower and higher levels of achievement 

 medals are awarded to the top students per state in each subject and year level (when sufficiently meritorious and 
the test was sat on the official sitting date) 

 achievement certificates are awarded to all students at a range of levels: 
1. High Distinction to the top 1% of students 
2. Distinction to the next 10% of students 
3. Credit to the next 25% of students 
4. Merit to the next 10% of students 
5. Participation to all other students 

 results are available to parents and students online; these online reports and analyses remain available indefinitely. 
ICAS reports indicate which questions were answered correctly, compare student performance to that of the other 
students tested and are highly suitable for inclusion in a student’s portfolio for future tertiary entrance or job 
opportunities 

 entries are administered through the school, so teachers can also access the information 
 
To enrol your child in ICAS, please complete the registration form overleaf and return it, with your entry fees, to your 
school by:  Friday March 17th 
                         
For more information about ICAS go to www.eaa.unsw.edu.au, contact Customer Service on (02) 8344 1010 or send an 
email to info@eaa.unsw.edu.au 
 
Your child can also prepare for ICAS using Practice Online. Practice Online tests are available for English, Mathematics 
and Science. Find out more about Practice Online at www.eaa.unsw.edu.au/practice-online  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
                                                                                              Suzanne Kot 

                                                                                            Assistant   Principal 
Dr Sofia Kesidou                                                     

   
Group Executive 
Educational Assessment Australia      

 
AU-FP-1501 

 



2017 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) 
 

Registration Form 
 
Please return this form to your child’s school 
 

I give permission for my child       of 

                        Child’s name                                       Class 
 
to participate in the following 2017 International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS): 
 
Please select the subjects you would like your child to enter: 
 

Subject/Paper 
School 
Years 

Official Sitting Date Entry Fee 
Fee 

Enclosed 

 

Digital 
Technologies* 

3–10 Tuesday 23
rd

   May 2017 $8.00 

 

 
Science 

2–12 Tuesday 30
th
  May 2017 

$8.00  

 
Writing 

3–12 
Monday 12

th
 – Friday 16

th
 

June 2017** 
$17.00  

 
Spelling 

2–7 
Wednesday 14

th
 June 

2017 
$11.00  

 
English 

2–12 
Tuesday 1st August  

2017 
$8.00  

 
Mathematics 

2–12 
Tuesday 15

th
  August 

2017 
$8.00  

   TOTAL  

 
Students should sit on the official sitting date for each subject to be eligible for UNSW medals. However, your school may choose to sit 
at another time to fit in with other school activities and routines. 
    * Previously known as Computer Skills. 
    ** Students may sit Writing anytime in the week beginning Monday 12th June. However, all students in your school should sit on the         
    same day.  

 
Please find enclosed ____________________total entry fee. All payments MUST be received by Friday March 17

th
.        

                                         Amount 
 

Name of Parent/Guardian       Date 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Parent/Guardian 
 

PAYMENT METHOD:                      CASH                   CHEQUE   EFTPOS (Pay at the office) 

 (Please Tick)   VISA   MASTERCARD   

CARD NUMBER:      

 

EXPIRY DATE:  

 

NAME ON CARD:                      SIGNATURE:       

CONTACT NAME & NUMBER           


