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WESTPAC LIFESAVER RESCUE HELICOPTER 

There was great excitement on Tuesday as the Westpac Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter 

touched down on the school oval.  Our students were fascinated by the skill of the 

pilot, very interested in the service provided by the helicopter, asked a range of 

interesting questions and dressed to impress, wearing yellow and red to raise funds 

for the service. These photos evidence some of the excitement. 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

 

 

Sat  May 27 

Education Week Open Morning 

9am – 12noon 

 

Mon 29- Wed 31 May 

Grade 4 Camp 

 

Thu Jun 1 

Special Lunch orders due back 

by today 

 

Tue Jun 6 

Parents & Friends dinner / 

meeting 7pm 

 

Thu Jun 8 

Special Lunch Day 

Hot Dogs 

 

Wed Jun 28 

Variation to school day 

Three-way conferences 

 

Fri Jun 30 

Term 2 finishes 

2:30pm dismissal 

 

Mon Jul 17 

Term 3 starts 

 

Sun Aug 6 

Working Bee (afternoon) 

 

Tue Sep 19 

Whole School Production 

A – K (Afternoon & Evening 

show) 

 

Thu Sep 21 

Whole School Production 

L- Z (Afternoon & Evening 

show) 

 

Sat Oct 28 

Working Bee (morning) 

 

 

Mon Nov 6 

Pupil free day  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/


OPEN DAY 

Somehow, in the midst of the aforementioned, we 

managed to run an Open Day as well. Our school 

captains were the only students in school uniform 

on the day and they conducted tours throughout 

the Open Day for prospective (and current) 

families.  I am always impressed by their 

knowledge of, and pride for, their school and this 

was evident in the feedback I received afterwards 

from our visitors.  Thank you for a job well done, 

school captains. 

SCHOOL DISCO 

Talking of a job well done, many thanks to the 

Parents and Friends Committee for another well 

organised, well executed and fun night when they 

conducted that highlight of our students’ social 

calendar – the school disco.  It was a really good 

night. It was cute to hear some of the younger 

students asking us ‘what are you going to wear?’ 

to the school disco, and you could tell by the 

general excitement that the night was a hit.  Thank 

you and well done to our organisers!! 

SCHOOL PRODUCTION 

Every two years our school puts on a school 

production and that time is fast approaching once 

again.  Who can forget the 2015 epic ‘Science is 

Awesome’, or the 2013 classic ‘Where In The 

World Is Eddie The Teddy?’.  Well, I am pleased 

to announce that the creative Performing Arts 

Department teachers, Ruth Panaccio and Renee 

Davey, have once again come up with a classic 

and that this year’s production will be called 

‘(Paper) Back To The Future’.  In a nutshell, 

sometime well into the future a group of students 

happen upon a ‘returns’ chute from a library and 

wonder what ‘returns’ and ‘libraries’ actually 

were.  Using their iPads, they research these 

amazing terms and in so doing segue into a range 

of literature genres, which of course leads to our 

students performing a range of performances with 

a literature theme.   The school production will be 

performed, once again, at the Planet Shakers 

Performing Arts Centre on Tuesday, September 19 

and Thursday, September 21.  To cater for an 

average of four tickets per family, and therefore a 

total of some 2000 spectators, we will be 

performing both a matinee and evening session on 

the same day with students with surnames A-K 

performing on the Tuesday and L-Z on the 

Thursday.  Please note these dates in your diaries 

now, and all the arrangements with regards to 

times of shows, ticket costs and so on will be 

advised in due course. Students are already 

rehearsing their items as you will be aware that the 

school production is a huge logistical undertaking.   

And speaking of huge logistical undertakings, the 

Grade 4 students and staff are very much looking 

forward to their Anglesea Camp commencing on 

Monday, May 29.  We hope for good weather and 

fun times and thanks in advance to staff for 

putting their family lives on hold for three days to 

ensure the camp is a great success. 

A busy week.  Hope you have a great weekend. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Bill Kersing 

Principal 

 

 

NEWS FROM MRS NICHOLLS 

 

WESTPAC LIFESAVER RESCUE 

HELICOPTER SCHOOL VISIT 

 

What an exciting day we had on Tuesday with the 

Westpac Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter landing on 

our school oval! 

It was wonderful to see so many students 

supporting the JSC fundraising event and wearing 

red and yellow - $ 795.00 was raised for this most 

valuable community service. A big thank you as 

well to several visitors who also made kind 

donations. 

There were many screams and shouts of 

excitement as the helicopter approached, with the 

door open and crew member Nick sitting on the 

edge ready for a rescue. 



It was a very noisy and windy entrance but very 

impressive. 

Once the rota blades stopped, we all got to go 

closer to meet the crew - Paul, Isaak and Nick, 

hear some interesting facts about the service and 

the helicopter (Lifesaver 36) and ask some 

questions.  

Thanks to JSC representatives Jack, Elana and 

Jopi for presenting our donation to Daryl from 

Westpac and participating in an interview with 

Channel 7. I’m sure Gracie and Ishan will also 

long remember getting to ‘help out’ with a rescue 

as will Emmi, Jensen and Chloe who got to sit 

inside the helicopter.  

Once everyone had a close up look at the 

helicopter and some photos were taken it was back 

behind the safety fence for the take off.   

Wow! What an enjoyable and memorable hour. 

Thanks to our staff, students and families for 

joining in.  

Keep an eye out for the Heidelberg Leader in the 

coming weeks, you may just see some photos 

from the day. 

What the students had to say 

 I enjoyed having a tour around the 

helicopter so we could see how big it was. 

Xavier 2R 

 I really liked that a helicopter could land at 

our school on the oval. Elizabeth 2R 

 I enjoyed going up close to the helicopter. 

I didn’t know that there was a big rope 

underneath to catch people who need to be 

rescued. Sophie 2R 

 I liked it when the helicopter landed 

because it got really windy and it was 

noisy. 

Zara F-K 

 I liked the noise of the helicopter and the 

rotas were spinning really fast and going 

Zzzzzzzzzz….  William F-K 

 It was fun because we got to find out about 

what the crew does and how expensive it is 

to keep the helicopter flying. It is a really 

interesting job and they play an important 

role in the community. It’s also great that a 

company like Westpac are putting money 

into this service and helping to keep 

Victorians safe. 

Assra, Dilheer, Charlotte, Sushi  6C 

 I really thought it was great to be so close. 

We were able to see the helicopter land 

and take off and circle the oval.  Lucho 6A 

 

Some interesting facts 

 Lifesaver 36 is based at Moorabbin Airport 

 It costs $1300 each hour Lifesaver 36 is in 

the air 

 Lifesaver 36 is two times faster than a car, 

travelling an average of 200km per hour 

 It took 15 minutes to fly from Moorabbin 

Airport compared to about an hour driving 

in a car 

 The crew wear a yellow helmet when they 

are out of the helicopter performing 

rescues and a white helmet when they are 

in the helicopter so that they can 

communicate 

 

Have a great week. 

Gill Nicholls 

 

 

 



 

 

COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER 

 

Please be advised that student absences, Term 

payments and excursion permission forms are 

now accessed via Compass 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO ACCESS THE COMPASS PARENT 

PORTAL 

   

TO ACCESS COMPASS VIA YOUR WEB 

BROWSER ON YOUR DESKTOP COMPUTER 

OR MOBILE DEVICE (Internet Explorer, 

Firefox, Chrome, Safari) 

 

 Click on the Compass link on the VBPS 

webpage (or go to https://viewbankps-

vic.compass.education ). 

  

TO ACCESS COMPASS VIA THE APP (iOS or 

Android) 

 

 Download the 'Compass School Manager' 

app and follow the prompts. 

 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 

Our May meeting was held last week. Matters for 

discussion included the communication survey 

and the proposed resurfacing of the main asphalt 

area. School Council received over 230 responses 

to the communication survey. This was a fantastic 

response rate. Thank you to all those parents who 

took the time to complete the survey. An initial 

review of the responses indicates there is some 

very constructive feedback. This will be further 

analysed over the coming weeks. School Council 

anticipates being able to provide further feedback 

on actions resulting from the survey early in Term 

3.  

Discussion around resurfacing the main asphalt 

area was very positive. School Council agreed to 

allocate funds from various budget lines to kick 

off fundraising efforts. The gap between this and 

the current estimates for completing the project is 

approximately $70,000 dollars. School Council 

plans to promote all future fundraising efforts as a 

step towards achieving this figure. Over the 

coming months further consultation will occur 

with students, teachers and parents regarding the 

final design of the synthetic surface. School 

Council would like to encourage all students and 

parents to get involved in fundraising efforts so as 

this exciting project can be delivered as soon as 

possible.  

 

https://viewbankps-vic.compass.education/
https://viewbankps-vic.compass.education/
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/Login.aspx


SCHOOL TERM DATES 

 

2017 

Term 2:  18 April (Tuesday) to 30 June 

Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 

Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 

 
2017 PUPIL FREE DAYS 

Monday, January 30 

Friday, March 10 

Monday, November 6 
* Please note that we have one further day available that  

will be advised in due course.   

 

2017 VARIATION TO SCHOOL DAYS 

Wednesday June 28 - Three-way conferences 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL LUNCH DAY 

 
 

See attached order form. 

 

Orders to be returned to the school by 

Thursday 1st June, 2017 

 

 

HATS ON 
 

 

From 1st September until 30th April school hats 

must be worn outside during all outside activities. 

 
 

 

 

SCHOOL BANKING 

 

Don’t forget to hand your bankbooks into your 

class teacher every Tuesday for banking. 

 

 

 

 

ICY POLE FRIDAY 

 

Due to popular demand students 

will continue to be able purchase 

icy poles over the counter during 

Friday lunch play during Term 2.  

 
All icy poles cost $1.00 each. 

 

 

We are asking for parent helpers to assist with the 

sale of these icy poles on Fridays from 1pm to 

1:45pm. If you able to assist can you please notify 

the office of your available dates. 

 

Email:    viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Phone:  9459 – 1512 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FULL ROAD CLOSURES AROUND THE 

SCHOOL ON FRIDAY 26MAY 8AM-5PM 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Please find attached 'Notice of Electricity Works 

& Impact to Traffic' from Jemena for this Friday 

26May between 8am-5pm. Maintenance upgrades 

works affecting the closure at 23-27 & 5 Lascelles 

Ave also at Winston Rd between Lascelles Ave 

and Martins Lane. 

 

There will be no parking available surrounding the 

school including Nevin Pde, Winston Rd, 

Lascelles Ave and Woomera Ave. We suggest you 

park in the streets around Price Park or the 

streets leading off Martins Lane. It is essential we 

leave clear access for emergency vehicles if 

required.  Access will be limited so please adhere 

to these restrictions as the safety of our students is 

paramount. 

 

mailto:viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


PARENTS AND FRIENDS 

 

The Parents and Friends Committee of Viewbank 

PS has been operating successfully for a number 

of years, raising significant amounts of money for 

projects around the school.  

If you are interested in being a part of the Parents 

and Friends Committee then let us know by 

phoning 9459 -1512 or emailing 

viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au the school or 

calling into the office.  

Our second meeting of the year is scheduled for:  

Tuesday, June 6 at 7:00pm at the 

Mint Leaf Indian Restaurant, 

84/86 Yarra St, 

Heidelberg VIC 3084. 

If you are interested in being a part of this group 

and would like to hear how you can be involved 

please call the General office by 4.30pm on 

Monday, June 5 to confirm your attendance at the 

dinner meeting. Our ‘meetings’ are very informal, 

and we would love to see you there.  

If you can’t make the meeting but still want to 

become involved, then just leave your name at the 

office. 

Parents and Friends is a great way to meet other 

members of the school community and we hope to 

see lots of new faces.  

Looking forward to seeing you. 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN EVERY TUESDAY 

 

The Uniform shop is open every Tuesday from 

9am to 10am. You can also leave orders anytime 

at the school office and the uniform will be sent 

home with your child.  

 

 

 

 

LUNCH ORDERS 

CLASSROOM CUISINE provides lunch orders to 

our school on a MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and 

FRIDAYS. 

 

Lunches must be ordered online using the 

CLASSROOM CUISINE website. 

www.classroomcuisine.com.au 
 

 

 

CANBERRA CAMP 

As you will know, students from our school have 

recently undertaken an education tour of the 

national capital. Students were given the 

opportunity to participate in a variety of 

educational programs with a focus on Australia’s 

history, culture, heritage and democracy. The 

Australian Government recognises the importance 

of all young Australians being able to visit the 

national capital as part of their Civics and 

Citizenship education. To assist families in 

meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian 

Government contributed funding of $30.00 per 

student under the Parliament and Civics Education 

Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate is 

paid directly to the school upon completion of 

the excursion, and was deducted from the camp 

cost. 

mailto:viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au/
https://classroomcuisine.com.au/
http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au
http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/index.php/parents/forms-notices/doc_download/380-uniform-shop-order-form-2014


VICTORIAN PREMIER'S READING 

CHALLENGE 

 

The Victorian Premier's Reading Challenge is well 

underway.  Usernames and passwords were issued 

last week.  If you have any problems logging on, 

please see Mrs Buissink in the Library.  It is not 

too late to take up the challenge.  You have until 

8th September to read your books.  Who will be 

the first student to have their name read out at 

assembly for finishing the challenge?  Will it be 

you?  Happy reading! 

 

KITCHEN GARDEN UPDATE 

 

 

LIBRARY HELPERS 

The Library always has new books to be covered 

and needs assistance with the shelving of books. If 

you have some spare time to assist, please pop 

into the Library and offer your services. Even 10 

minutes while waiting to pick up your children 

would be appreciated. 

 
 

VBPS 2017 PRODUCTION 

 

2018 FOUNDATION EVENTS 

 

 



VIEWBANK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK MEMBERSHIP 

 

 
 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK – 22/5/2017 

 

Foundation D Stella 

Foundation K  

Foundation P Hamish 

Foundation R Connor & Madison 

1R Jasmine 

1C Roahn 

1K Brody 

2B Lucas 

2C Aidan 

2M Nikhil & Kevin 

3B Ryan 

3W Casey 

3E Shriya 

4L Liam 

4F Angelica 

4N Tabatha 

4S Gabriel 

5T Jeremy 

5C Sara 

5K Sara 

6B Whole Class 

6A Prada  

6G Zac 

 

CYBERSMART TIP 

 

Cybersmart Tip 

 
Treat others online the way you’d like to be 

treated. 

www.esafety.gov.au 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.esafety.gov.au/
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1891w37
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/869973/
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Entertainment-Digital-Membership


 

 ‘Singlets, socks and jocks 

make for warm and happy 

tots’ campaign 

 
We all understand that underwear and socks are essentials for 

children, especially as we move into the cooler months. Most of it 

don’t need to think twice if our child is in need of new underwear 

but there are many families in our community who face the reality 

of not being able to provide these necessities for their children – 

that shouldn’t have to happen when there are so many of us who 

can help. Through this campaign, we will be asking families to 

purchase new packets of underwear and socks to donate to 

families in need and relieve the burden for those who are 

struggling in our community. 

 

Viewbank Primary School are supporting this campaign and will be 

providing a collection box near the office for families to drop off 

their donations over a three-week period 8th – 31st May 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Hot Dog Special 

Lunch Day 

 Thursday 8th June, 2017 

Please complete the below order form and return it to school with correct 

money (no change will be given) by Thursday 1st June, 2017. 

 

CHILD’S NAME: __________________________________________ 

 

CHILD’S GRADE: ________________________________________ 

 

 Price per 

item 

Quantity required Total Price 

Hot Dog in fresh 

bread roll 

$3.00   

Gingerbread 

Person 

$2.00   

Assorted Juice 

Box Drink 

$1.00   

    

  TOTAL 

PAYMENT: 

 

 

 

Parent assistance is required on this day. If you are available to assist in any 

way can you please email your details to viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

mailto:viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


VIEWBANK PR IMARY  SCHOOL  PRODUCT ION FOR  2017

Progress is going steadily and the scenes are starting to take shape as the children work 
hard to learn their songs and remember their choreography. It’s a lot of fun seeing the 
props and costumes begin to transform the music room and the excitement is certainly 
beginning to build!

Our focus for the production this year is literature with the children exploring well known 
and well loved characters, stories and adventures through music, dance and drama.

PERFORMANCES

As usual the two cast groupings are divided according to surname with a few exceptions 
where it is necessary to even out numbers across the performances. Our venue is the 
same as it has been in the past – Planet Shakers 360 Main Road, Lower Plenty.

This year each group will give two performances on their nominated performance date. 
A matinee during the school day and then again that evening.

 A — K L — Z 
 Tuesday 19th September Thursday 21st September

HELPERS  NEEDED

We are looking for people to help with some specific props and costumes. If you feel you 
might have some time, please indicate below the type of task you would be happy to assist 
us with and leave your contact details with the office. 

Sewing skills | Hand stitching | Cutting out fabric | Prop making

We are fortunate again this year to have Kathryn Harvey who has kindly offered to coordinate 
costuming, along with Lauren Sandford and Andrea Ditoro.

Many thanks

Ruth Panaccio & Renee Davey




