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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT   27 July, 2017 
 

 

 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

Just a further reminder that Friday, August 4, is a pupil free day and that there are no 

lessons for students on that day. Out Of School Hours care will also not be in 

operation. 

 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY 

The Parent Opinion Survey is completed annually by the Department of Education 

and Training and is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents at 

every school in Victoria. This year, about 30 per cent of parents will be invited to 

participate.  All responses to the survey are anonymous. The survey helps our school 

gain an understanding of how you view our school climate, student engagement, and 

relationships. Our school will use the results to inform school planning and 

improvement strategies. The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research 

Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to complete. It can be accessed from Monday 7th 

August to Sunday 27th August. The survey is available in English, Arabic, 

Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha) and Hindi. Results will be sent back to our 

school at the end of September. 

 

GRADE 2 SLEEPOVER 

The Grade 2 students are excitedly looking forward to their sleepover to be held at 

school on Friday, August 11.  There are a range of activities planned including a 

dance/disco, games, a movie and a minimum of nine hours sleep!! 

 

VIEWBANK PRIMARY SCHOOL ATHLETICS DAY 

And to further give plenty of notice, the Grades 3 to 6 House Athletics Sports are set 

down for Monday, August 14 at Willinda Park in Greensborough.  This is an event 

that needs plenty of parental and volunteer support, so if you are a chance to assist 

please advise Michael Betson as soon as possible as he is fine tuning arrangements 

for the day as we speak. 

 

WORKING BEE 

And finally, the Term 3 Working bee is set down for Sunday, August 6 from 12 

noon.  The Buildings and Grounds Committee met on Tuesday night to plan this 

event, and are very hopeful we can have lots and lots of volunteer help on the day to 

complete the myriad of jobs on the task list.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Bill Kersing 

Principal 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

 

Fri Aug 4 

Chocolate Orders due by today  

 

Fri Aug 4 

Pupil free day 

 

Sun Aug 6 

Working Bee (afternoon) 

 

Thu Aug 24 

Father’s Day Stall 

 

Thu Aug 24 

Book Week Celebration- Dress-

Up Day (Whole School event) 

 

Mon 28 – Wed 30 Aug 17 

Year 3 Urban Camp 

 

Tue Sep 19 

Whole School Production 

A – K (Afternoon & Evening 

show) 

 

Thu Sep 21 

Whole School Production 

L- Z (Afternoon & Evening 

show) 

 

Fri Sep 22 

Last day of Term 3 

2:30pm dismissal  

 

Mon Oct 9  

First day of Term 4 

 

Tue Oct 10 – Fri Oct 13 

Year 5 Camp 

 

Thu Oct 19 

Viewbank Primary School 

Walkathon 

 

Sat Oct 28 

Vision Portraits Family 

fundraising photos 

 

Sat Oct 28 

Working Bee (morning) 

 

Mon Nov 6 

Pupil free day  

 

Fri Dec 22 

Last day of Term 4 

1:30pm dismissal 

 

Tue Jan 30 

First Day of Term 1 

 

 

 

 

http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/


COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER 

 

Please be advised that student absences, Term 

payments and excursion permission forms are 

now accessed via Compass 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

 

2017 

Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 

Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 

 
2017 PUPIL FREE DAYS 

Friday, August 4 

Monday, November 6 
 

2018 

Term 1:  29 January (teachers only) to 29 

March (Students start 30 January) 

Term2:  16 April to 29 June 

Term 3: 16 July to 21 September 

Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 

 

 

HOW TO ACCESS THE COMPASS PARENT 

PORTAL 

   

TO ACCESS COMPASS VIA YOUR WEB 

BROWSER ON YOUR DESKTOP COMPUTER 

OR MOBILE DEVICE (Internet Explorer, 

Firefox, Chrome, Safari) 

 

 Click on the Compass link on the VBPS 

webpage (or go to https://viewbankps-

vic.compass.education ). 

  

TO ACCESS COMPASS VIA THE APP (iOS or 

Android) 

 

 Download the 'Compass School Manager' 

app and follow the prompts. 

 

 

NEWS FROM MRS NICHOLLS 

 

Have you heard your child talking about 

Learning Intentions and Success Criteria when 

they are discussing their day?  

What are Learning Intentions and Success 

Criteria and how do they assist learning? 

 

A LEARNING INTENTION describes what 

pupils should know, understand or be able to do 

by the end of the lesson or series of lessons. They 

focus on what students are learning rather than 

what they are doing. 

At Viewbank, many lessons begin by reading and 

discussing the Learning Intention with the 

students. It is usually written on the whiteboard or 

in a large scrapbook. The discussion outlines what 

the students will be learning and the reason for 

the learning and where it fits in. The Learning 

Intention may be determined by the teacher prior 

to the lesson or it may be constructed with the 

students at the start of the lesson.   

When students know the learning intention 

they….  

• Focus on the purpose of the activity  

• Know where to focus their efforts  

• Are more likely to stay on task  

• Take responsibility for learning 

 

SUCCESS CRITERIA- tell students how to 

recognise success. They describe, in language 

meaningful to students, what success looks like 

and help students understand what to look for 

during the learning. They tell the students how 

they will be assessed and/or evaluated in relation 

to expectations. Stating the Success Criteria 

improves understanding, empowers pupils, 

encourages independent learning and enables 

accurate feedback to be given. 

 

https://viewbankps-vic.compass.education/
https://viewbankps-vic.compass.education/
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/Login.aspx
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/Login.aspx


So why are we using Learning Intentions and 

Success Criteria? 

Research has proven that “Learners learn best 

when they understand what they are learning and 

what is expected of them.” By using this highly 

effective & successful approach we are making 

the learning visible and explicit for our students. 

There are no secrets to the learning. The Learning 

Intention and Success Criteria are presented in 

language the students can understand and are 

continually referred back to throughout the lesson 

by the teacher and the students. 

Using Learning Intentions and Success Criteria: 

• creates more self-motivated pupils; 

• empowers pupils to become independent 

learners; 

• improves understanding; and 

• can help focus feedback. 

 

So, what do the students have to say about 

Learning Intentions and Success Criteria? 

Maya and Maddy 3B – Learning Intentions are 

like goals for our learning. The teacher writes 

them on the whiteboard or in the scrapbook so that 

we know what we are learning. Sometimes Ms 

Boness asks us what we need to learn and how we 

will know when we are successful so we write 

them together. Success Criteria are the things we 

need to know by the end of the lesson. They help 

us reflect. Learning Intentions and Success 

Criteria are helpful because they get us involved 

in our learning, they set goals which we try to 

achieve or get as close to as we can. We have 

them for maths and literacy groups mainly and we 

also have them in Japanese so we know what we 

are learning. 

Sarah and Nick 6B – A Learning Intention states 

what your teacher intends for you to learn and 

Success Criteria tell you how you know that you 

have achieved the Learning Intention. The teacher 

writes it up on the board or sometimes we do it 

together. We have them for Maths and Integrated 

Studies but not all the time. I think they are 

helpful because you know what needs to be done 

and you can look back and see when you have 

achieved this. If you don't have the Learning 

Intention and Success Criteria you don't really 

know what you are trying to learn. 

Lawrence 4L – Learning Intentions and Success 

Criteria are joined together. Learning Intentions 

state what you are learning and Success Criteria 

tell you what you need to do to achieve it. They 

are written on the board and they are different 

every day. We can read them in the morning and 

before we start the lesson. Without them we don't 

know what we are working on or how to achieve 

the Learning Intention, with them we do. They 

help me focus and I like them. 

 

Have a great week. 

Gill Nicholls 

 

KOT’S CORNER 

 
 

UNSW Global Australia- ICAS Competition 

results 

Both the Digital Technologies and the Science 

certificates have now been received. If your child 

has recently participated in the Digital 

Technologies or Science competitions these 

certificates will be presented in the library on 

Monday 31st July at 1.00pm and will be 

presented by Mr. Bill Kersing and Mrs Suzanne 

Kot. You are welcome to come along and observe 

your child receiving this award. 

 

 



BOOK WEEK  

DRESS-UP DAY - 24th AUGUST 2017 

 

 

LIBRARY HELPERS 

The Library always has new books to be covered 

and needs assistance with the shelving of books. If 

you have some spare time to assist, please pop 

into the Library and offer your services. Even 10 

minutes while waiting to pick up your children 

would be appreciated. 

 
 

 

HATS ON 
 

 

From 1st September until 30th April school hats 

must be worn outside during all outside activities. 

 

IMPORTANT OFFICE MATTERS 

 

Term Expenses (Excursions, incursions and 

activities) and Consents 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Term 3 expenses are now overdue.  

 

Term expenses are paid on Compass via Course 

Confirmation/Payments and consent for 

excursions/activities are via the Event link. All 

items that require action are shaded on your 

homepage under ‘My News’ and an email is sent 

when term expenses are put on Compass ready to 

be paid. 

 

If we do not have payment and consent by the due 

date unfortunately your child/ren will be unable to 

attend excursions/activities. The office staff will 

no longer be phoning on the day of an event to 

chase payment or consent. If you have paid your 

term expenses but not provided consent, your 

child will be unable to attend and no refund will 

be provided. Reminders will be sent via Compass 

email. All activities planned for the term are part 

of the school curriculum and therefore it is 

expected that all children attend.  

 

If you are experiencing any difficulty paying term 

expenses, please see me.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Lucy Addati  

Business Manager 

 

 

 
 



EDUCATION SUB COMMITTEE REPORT 

So that the school community are informed we 

will communicate with you the policies we have 

been working on in order to benefit our school.   

The Education Sub Committee has been working 

on the draft of the following policy: Health and 

Nutrition to benefit our school.  Please read 

through the attached policy and if you would like 

to provide feedback or further recommendations 

please let me know by Friday August 11th. 

Regards Suzanne Kot on behalf of the Education 

Sub Committee. 

 

YEAR SIX SPORTS REPORT 

 

On Friday the 21st of July, the Year 6 

boys’ and girls’ bat tennis teams played 

Charles Latrobe P-12 in Interschool Sport. 

Being the first week of the season we 

showed a display of great sportsmanship. 

We all played very well and, in the end, 

Viewbank came out on top, winning by a 

significant margin. Viewbank was 

fortunate enough to have a number of 

players who knew the rules well, so we 

helped Charles Latrobe who weren’t as 

familiar with the rules and we were 

pleased to see them making progress and 

learning new skills during the games. 

Jamie Tax was the captain for the boys’ 

team and Maya Vear was the captain for 

the girls team. Well done Viewbank on a 

great start to the bat tennis season! 

 
 

CADBURY® FREDDO & FRIENDS 

FUNDRAISING BOX. 

 

As part of our plan to improve Viewbank Primary 

School we will be running a fantastic Cadbury® 

Fundraiser Drive in August to raise money to 

resurfacing of the large asphalt area. 

We are pleased to announce that for this drive we 

have CADBURY® FREDDO & FRIENDS 

FUNPACK for sale.  Selling for $1 per item ($50 

per box), this represents excellent value to the 

buyer and our profits will go towards the 

resurfacing of the large asphalt area. 

 

 

Fundraising activities such as this make a vital 

contribution towards improving our facilities for the 

benefit of our children.  In anticipation of a 

successful fundraising drive, we thank you for your 

support. 

Viewbank Primary School Parents and Friends  

If you wish to purchase chocolates or 

make a donation to this drive please 

make a payment via Compass Course 

Confirmation and Payments no later 

than 4th August, 2017.  

 

In late August Chocolates will only be provided 

to families who have paid in full by 4th August. 

 

 

 

https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/


ART NEWS 

 

Dear Parents 

The Art Room has a need for teapots! We are 

going to be using them as a basis for work related 

to the Year 4’s Alice In Wonderland concert topic. 

We will be observing and drawing the teapots and 

they will be looked after carefully and handed 

back before the end of term. Any teapot would be 

appreciated and they do not have to be in pristine 

condition. If you would be willing to lend us a 

teapot please bring it to the Art Room with a label 

popped inside so we know who to return it to  

Thank you  

Mrs May 

 

LUNCH ORDERS 

CLASSROOM CUISINE provides lunch orders to 

our school on a MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and 

FRIDAYS. 

 

Lunches must be ordered online using the 

CLASSROOM CUISINE website. 

www.classroomcuisine.com.au 
 

 
 

 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN EVERY TUESDAY 

 

The Uniform shop is open every Tuesday from 

9am to 10am. You can also leave orders anytime 

at the school office and the uniform will be sent 

home with your child.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WINTER PINAFORE’S NOW 

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE. 

ICY POLE FRIDAY 

 

Due to popular demand students 

will continue to be able purchase 

icy poles over the counter during 

Friday lunch play during Term 3.  

 
All icy poles cost $1.00 each. 

 

 

We are asking for parent helpers to assist with the 

sale of these icy poles on Fridays from 1pm to 

1:45pm. If you able to assist can you please notify 

the office of your available dates. 

 

Email:    viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Phone:  9459 – 1512 

 
 

VBPS 2017 PRODUCTION 

 

SCHOOL BANKING 

 

Don’t forget to hand your bankbooks into your 

class teacher every Tuesday for banking. 

 

 

 

http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au/
mailto:viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://classroomcuisine.com.au/
http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/index.php/parents/forms-notices/doc_download/380-uniform-shop-order-form-2014


2018 FOUNDATION EVENTS 

 

 
 

CYBERSMART TIP 

 

Cybersmart Tip 

 
 

Never click on any links that are contained in 

emails from people they don't know. As well as 

sexual content, they could contain a computer 

virus. 

 

www.esafety.gov.au 

 

 

VIEWBANK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK MEMBERSHIP 

 

 
 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK – 24/7/2017 

 

Foundation D Luke 

Foundation K Ellie 

Foundation P Reece 

Foundation R Oscar & Renae 

1R Aden 

1C Sofia 

1T Zaid 

1K Evie 

2B Amelia 

2C Whole Class 

3B Rohan 

3M Abby 

4L Whole Grade 

4F Phoebe 

4N Ilyas 

4S Sam 

5T Sionna 

5C Travis 

5K Tyler 

6B Sarah 

6A Emily 

6G Nathan 

6C Dilheer 

http://www.esafety.gov.au/
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1891w37
https://online.flippingbook.com/view/869973/
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Entertainment-Digital-Membership


COMMUNITY NEWS 
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VIEWBANK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Love of Learning, Learning for Life 
HEALTH & NUTRITION POLICY 

 

RATIONALE: 

 

1.1 Viewbank Primary School acknowledges that healthy eating has a long lasting and 

positive impact on a child’s growth, development, health and capacity to learn. This 

policy is based on the latest evidence and is consistent with state and national 

guidelines. 

 

1.2 As a health promoting school, we will promote healthy nutrition and education 

to students, staff and families through learning, policies, creating a safe and healthy 

physical and social environment, and developing community links and partnerships. 

 

PURPOSE: 

 

2.1 Viewbank Primary School is committed to a whole school approach to healthy 

eating habits and education in line with the Dietary Guidelines for Children and 

Adolescents in Australia, and the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating: 

2.2 We believe that childhood and adolescence are important times for establishing 

life-long, healthy eating habits and can benefit students in three ways: 

1. Short term: maximises growth, development, activity levels and good health 

2. Long term: minimises the risk of diet related diseases later in life  

3. Good nutrition contributes to good health and wellbeing and this is vital for 

positive engagement in learning activities. 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

 

3.1 This policy is designed to achieve a balance between the seven (sometimes 

competing) objectives of:  

1. Provide healthy food. 

2. Maximise parent participation (when they provide the food).  

3. Raising funds. 

4. Student enjoyment. 

5. Encourages food choices which represent the foods of the school community. 

6. Ensures healthy food choices are promoted and are culturally sensitive and 

inclusive. 

7. Displays nutrition information and promotion materials about healthy eating. 
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GUIDELINES: 

 

4.1 To support healthy food choices. 

4.2 Inclusion of learning activities that provide students with knowledge, 

attitudes and skills to make positive healthy food choices and learn about 

the variety of foods available for good health. 

4.3 Support learning activities that offer the students the chance to try different 

foods such as the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program.  

4.4 Students will be permitted to eat fruit or vegetables at a designated snack 

time, unless circumstances do not allow e.g. school incursion. 

4.5 When possible, students have the opportunity to engage in food-related 

activities such as planning and gardening for meals within the Stephanie 

Alexander Kitchen program. 

4.6 Viewbank Primary School promotes the concept of ‘Rubbish Free 

lunches’and encourages all students to bring a healthy lunchbox free of 

packaging to school for lunch and snacks.  

4.7 Parents are encouraged to provide their children with an appropriate lunch 

based on the Dietary Guidelines for Children and Adolescents in 

Australia, and the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating. 

4.8 Liaison with families in order to arrange a suitable food supply for 

students who have specific dietary requirements e.g. Allergies for school 

events e.g. class parties, end of year celebrations, camps etc. 

4.9 Encouraging parents to send healthy choices to school for children’s 

birthdays.  

4.10 Discourages the consumption of ‘occasional’ and ‘select 

carefully’ foods for celebrations, including children’s birthdays. 

Parents are encouraged to send non-food related items, or food in 

line with this policy if they wish to bring something. 
4.11 Ensuring that the organisers of special events and community events 

provide healthy food in line with this policy. 

4.12 The Out of School Hours Care provider is required to comply with the 

school’s policy on food and nutrition and the ACECQA guidelines, access 

link for further information. http://www.acecqa.gov.au/Childrens-health-

and-safety. 

4.13 Lunch Orders are organized via Classroom Cuisine and is 

operaterational on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays each week. This way 

of operating is for the provision of food and refreshments as a convenience 

to students, parents and members of staff. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION: 

 
5.1 To integrate healthy eating/nutrition education into all year levels through the 

provision of learning opportunities as outlined in the Victorian Curriculum. 

5.2 Discuss with students safety concerns relating to food intolerances and 

allergies. 

5.3 Sharing food from lunchboxes is prohibited. 

5.4 Availability of fresh, clean tap water to students at all times. Encourage 

students to drink water regularly throughout the day, inclusive of the 

promotion of water bottles in classrooms. 
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5.6 Teachers will provide a supervised, orderly environment for students to eat 

their lunch. 

 
EVALUATION: 

 

6.1 Feedback from parents via the annual Parent Opinion Survey. 

6.2 School Council annual reporting process. 

6.3 Staff feedback via Committee and Staff Meetings. 

 

 
DEFINITIONS: 

Healthy eating: Eating a wide variety of foods from the five food groups each day. 

Healthy eating also means eating in a way that is socially and culturally appropriate, 

having regular meals and snacks and eating food to satisfy hunger, appetite and 

energy needs.1 

Nutrition: Everyone needs food to provide the right balance of vitamins, minerals 

and nutrients (like protein, carbohydrate and fats) to feel energised and to help them 

grow and stay healthy. The meals we eat and the drinks we drink satisfy hunger and 

thirst throughout the day as well as fuel the body. Preparing and sharing meals with 

friends, family or community is a significant way to build relationships and is an 

important part of our culture. 

 ‘Occasional’ foods and drink: Also referred to as ‘extra foods’ or ‘discretionary 

foods’ (sometimes called junk food), these are foods like potato chips, chocolate, 

cakes, lollies, soft drinks and some takeaway food like hamburgers and hotdogs. 

These foods are usually low in nutrients and high in salt, sugar or fat.2 

‘Select carefully’ foods and drink: Include foods like commercially prepared pastas, 

noodles and soups, meat products and fruit juice.  

‘Everyday’ foods and drink: Include whole foods such as fresh fruit, wholegrain 

breads and cereals, lean cuts of meat, legumes, canteen made soups, reduced fat dairy 

products and water. 

 

 

Further Resources: 
Dietary Guidelines for Children and Adolescents in Australia  

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/_files_nhmrc/file/publications/synopses/n34.pdf  

 

Australian Guide to Healthy Eating  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/health/Pages/eating.aspx 

 

 
School Council ratified this policy  

Next review of this policy  
 

                                              
1 Nutrition Australia Victorian Division, www.nutritionaustralia.org  

2 DEECD 2012 School Canteen and other School Food Services Policy 

http://www.nutritionaustralia.org/
https://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edulibrary/public/schadmin/schops/healthycanteen/gfyl_policy.pdf



