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WELCOME BACK 

I trust everyone had a great break and have returned to school suitably rested and 

looking forward to what Term 4 has to offer.  Not being a Richmond supporter 

myself, but knowing the long wait for a flag, I understand the joy of the countless 

Tigers faithful!  My office was decorated (not desecrated!!) with Richmond 

paraphernalia upon my return, and Lucy Addati our Business Manager, can’t stop 

smiling and confessed to her crime quite readily!  On to other matters!!!  The term 

holds promise of many activities including camps, late night experiences for the 

Grade 1s, a variety of excursions, the Life Education and Survival swimming 

programs and more, alongside planning for 2018.  As always, please keep yourself 

informed via the weekly newsletter, compass posts and calendars, and the website 

which also links to Grade level newsletters which sum up the term’s events. 

GRADE SELECTION 2018 

Up until Cup Day, parents have the opportunity to provide in writing grade 

placement requests for 2018.  This year, we have subscribed to ‘Class Creator’ – 

software that generates classes for 2018 balanced by class size, gender, behavior, 

special needs, EAL and academic abilities, all the while taking into account 

recommended student separations, pairings, friendships, student sociograms, social 

dynamics and parent requests. It should save many hours of work for staff and 

retains a history of parent requests over the years of a student’s education at our 

school. 

At this stage, we have not assigned teachers to grade levels for next year. There are 

no guarantees that teachers currently teaching at certain grade levels will be teaching 

there next year, as leadership needs to take into consideration a range of factors 

including the development of our teaching staff and teacher preferences before this 

allocation is completed.  

Having said that, we do invite your input into grade selection if there are special 

circumstances that we need to know about. Occasionally we may not be aware of 

these special circumstances which might include but are not limited to health, 

emotional or learning matters, peer or sibling relationships or changes in the home 

situation. There is no place to request a particular teacher by name. Selecting a 

particular teacher does not fit within the realm of special circumstances. 

Information requiring our consideration needs to be addressed to ‘The Principal’ and 

handed to the office by Monday, November 6.  Please note that letters received after 

this date will NOT be accepted.  All letters will be dealt with in the strictest 

confidence. Whilst each request will be given consideration, no guarantees can be 

given.  As I alluded to previously, there are many factors that need to be taken into              

. 

DIARY DATES 

 

 

Tue Oct 10 – Fri Oct 13 

Year 5 Camp 

 

Thu Oct 19 

Viewbank Primary School 

Walkathon 

 

Fri Oct 27 

Late Night Experience 

Grade 1 

 

Sat Oct 28 & Sun Oct 29 

Vision Portraits Family 

fundraising photos 

 

Mon 30 Oct – Fri 3 Nov 

Book Fair 

 

Sat Oct 28 

Working Bee (morning) 

 

Mon Nov 6 

Pupil free day  

 

Tue Nov 7 

Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 

 

Thu Nov 9 

Year 2 Walking Excursion 

 

Thu Nov 23 

Foundation 2018 Information 

Night 

 

Wed Nov 29 

Foundation 2018 Classroom 

Session 1 

 

Thu Nov 30 

Special Lunch Order Day  

Baker’s Delight 

 

Wed Dec 6 

Foundation 2018 Classroom 

Session 2 

 

Mon Dec 11 

Year 6 Graduation Evening 

 

Tue Dec 12 

2018 Orientation Day 

 

Fri Dec 22 

Last day of Term 4 

1:30pm dismissal 

 

Tue Jan 30 

First Day of Term 1 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/


consideration in compiling grade lists with gender 

balance, diversity of learning styles, abilities and 

friendship groupings being some of the major 

ones. Finally, if you consider you have special 

circumstances, please make the request in writing 

EVEN if it has been made before – as much as we 

would like to think so, we can’t remember 

everything from years gone by!! We do appreciate 

your trust in our professionalism in these regards.  

FAMILIES LEAVING OUR SCHOOL AT 

THE END OF 2017 

Thank you to the families who have already 

advised us that they are leaving at the end of the 

year for whatever reason, but if you are also 

transferring, would you mind letting us know at 

the office?  It very much helps with planning for 

2018. 

 

TIMES OF DUTY  

A reminder that staff are expected to be on duty 

by 8.50am each day until 3.50pm. Whilst these are 

the minimum times, student supervision cannot be 

guaranteed outside of these hours. Accordingly, if 

you need to drop students off earlier, or collect 

later, they should be booked into our Out Of 

School Hours Care program.  

STAFF CAR PARK  

A further reminder that the Staff Car Park is 

exactly that – a car park for staff. Parents using 

this car park compromise the safety of their own 

children and others – please refrain.  

STAFFING CHANGES – TERM 4 

Sophie Noakes (Grade 4N) is on long service 

leave for all of Term 4 and is being replaced by 

Amanda Elliott.  We wish both ladies all the best, 

know Sophie and her husband will love their 

overseas sojourn, and assure you that Grade 4N 

are in the very capable hands of Amanda who is 

well known to the students and our school!  

SCHOOL CAMP – GRADE 5 

The Grade 5 students departed on Tuesday for 

their annual trip to the Lady Northcote Camp in 

Bacchus Marsh.  This four day camp involves 

three days of adventure activities and a full day at 

Sovereign Hill just 45 minutes up the road.  Many 

thanks to staff for their planning and 

implementation under the guidance of Narelle 

Taylor, and to the parent volunteers who have 

given up their time to attend, to guide our students 

and to ensure we meet our supervision ratios.  It is 

always a most enjoyable camp and I am very 

much looking forward to my visit this week. 

LATE NIGHT EXPERIENCE – GRADE 1 

Our Grade 1 students are very much looking 

forward to staying back late at school on Friday, 

October 27 and being collected at 8.00pm as they 

enjoy a ‘Late Night Experience’.    The Late Night 

Experience is an introduction to Viewbank 

Primary School's camping program. Students will 

participate in a range of games and activities after 

school including a pizza dinner and a movie. 

OSHC – OUTSOURCING 

As highlighted in our recent newsletters, 

Viewbank Primary School (VPS) Council has 

been reviewing options for the coordination of the 

Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) program in 

2018.   

 

The options to either outsource or continue to run 

a School Council managed program have been 

discussed at both August and September VPS 

Council meetings. VPS Council also received 

proposals from external providers that have been 

considered as part of this process. Extensive 

discussion regarding risks and benefits of each 

option has occurred. Following its review, School 

Council has now resolved that work will 

commence to outsource OSHC in 2018 with OSH 

Club. 

 

VPS Council would like to acknowledge the 

professionalism and dedication of current OSHC 

staff. To that end, VPS Council will advocate for 

ongoing employment opportunities for these staff 

with OSH Club. 

 

The VPS Council would like to provide 

reassurance that the OSHC program will continue 

to run under the same management structure for 

Term 4 of 2017, and will be ensuring transitional 

arrangements are clearly communicated to all 

parents and guardians who utilise the OSHC 

program.  

 

Further information regarding this outsourcing of 



OSHC will be communicated to all parents and 

guardians in the coming weeks.  

 

I hope the first week of term has gone smoothly 

for our students, staff and families and wish you a 

pleasant weekend. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Bill Kersing 

Principal  

 

THANK YOU 

 

 

Thank you to the many parents, teachers and 

friends who helped to make the 2017 school 

production such a wonderful success. We are very 

fortunate to have such enthusiastic, generous and 

creative people within our school community who 

gave their time to assist with costuming and 

making props or contributing fabrics and other 

items that were used in the various different 

scenes. 

In particular we would like to acknowledge the 

following people who formed the backbone of our 

creative team in addition to our teaching 

colleagues.  

Costume coordinator: Kathryn Harvey assisted by 

Lauren Sandford. 

Emily Bieber, Heather Bramich, Sandy 

Brewerton, Neralie Cadusch, Leeamber Crewther, 

Andrea Ditoro, Amanda Elliot, Kim & Cosmo 

Graps, Nick Hall, Janene Parrent, Glenys Harvey, 

Jo Lewis, Catherine Nihill, Mario Panaccio, 

Katrina Parker, Kate Parkin, Shannon Rose, Becca 

Waese, Edna & Paul Winter.  

Finally and most importantly congratulations to all 

our students for coming along on the rollercoaster 

ride that is a Whole School Production. Bravo!!! 

Ruth Panaccio & Renee Davey 

 

NEWS FROM MRS NICHOLLS 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

 

Lost property has now been cleared and all named 

items returned to students.  

 

To help continue to manage lost property, I ask 

parents to please NAME ALL UNIFORM 

ITEMS, CONTAINERS and DRINK BOTTLES 

so that our group of student volunteers on the Lost 

Property Management Team can return items each 

week.  

 

Unnamed uniform items will be kept in the small, 

black, clearly labelled wheelie bin in the 

breezeway for several weeks, so please check this 

bin if your child has lost any clothing.  

Each month the unclaimed items in this bin will be 

sorted, washed and offered for sale.  

 

Unnamed containers and drink bottles will be 

discarded.  

 

Unnamed casual clothing will be donated to 

charity. 

 

UNIFORM DONATIONS 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALES 

 

If you wish to donate good quality, clean uniform 

items please leave them at the office, the uniform 

shop (Tuesdays) or with Mrs Nicholls.  

 

Please DO NOT PUT DONATIONS IN THE 

LOST PROPERTY BIN or LEAVE IN THE 

BREEZEWAY. 

 



Second hand uniform items can be purchased 

through the uniform shop for a small charge. We 

would also like to hold a second hand uniform sale 

several times a term from  3.15pm – 3.45pm in the 

middle courtyard, if there is the demand. If you 

are interested in assisting with the second hand 

uniform sale please let me know. Parents will be 

notified via Compass and the newsletter when 

these sales will occur.  

 

 

Welcome back to term 4.  

Have a great week. 

Gill Nicholls 

 

 

 

PAPERBACK TO THE FUTURE DVD 

 

Last term order envelopes were sent home with 

the children. If you wish to purchase a DVD 

please place cash in the envelope and seal it before 

handing the envelope back to the school office.  

$30 per DVD.  Final orders for DVD purchases 

must be given to the office by Monday 16th 

October, 2017.  

 

 

 

COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER 

 

Please be advised that student absences, Term 

payments and excursion permission forms are 

now accessed via Compass 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WALK TO SCHOOL 2017 

 

 
This October Viewbank Primary School is excited 

to take part in the state wide Walk to School 

program.  

 

About Walk to School  
Every October, VicHealth’s Walk to School 

encourages Victorian primary school kids and 

their families to walk, ride or scoot to and from 

school every day. It’s a great way for the whole 

family to increase their physical activity levels. 

Plus, it is a chance to enjoy more time with your 

kids and meet other local families along the way.  

Along with the health benefits, it also reduces 

traffic congestion, saves on parking, helps us 

connect with family and friends and saves the 

environment!  

 

Part way is okay! If you can’t walk the whole 

way, why not try parking the car a few blocks 

from your school and walk, ride or scoot the rest.  

Last year, more than 144,000 kids and their 

families took part in the program walking the 

equivalent of two return trips to the moon and 

with your families help, we can make 2017 our 

biggest year yet!  

 

There are so many great reasons to participate in 

Walk to School this October and we’re excited to 

be part of the fun because getting active is even 

more fun when we do it together! 

For more information go to 

www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au 

 

HATS ON 
 

 

From 1st September until 30th April school hats 

must be worn outside during all outside activities. 

 

 

SCHOOL BANKING 

 

Don’t forget to hand your bankbooks into your 

class teacher every Tuesday for banking. 

 

http://www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au/
https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/Login.aspx


VISION PORTRAIT FAMILY PHOTOS 

 

ONLY LIMITED SESSIONS 

AVAILABLE  
 

BOOK NOW SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT 

  

Viewbank Primary School Vision Portrait 

Family Fundraising Photos 

 

Date: Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th October, 

2017 

 

Book online at: https://viewb.eventbrite.com.au 

 

$15 Portrait Fundraising Day - Indoor and 

Outdoor Sessions 
Help your School raise funds this year and book 

your $15 family photo today! Include your whole 

family or just the kids in the session. Book now to 

secure your place.  All money raised will be going 

towards our major fundraising project - the 

resurfacing of the asphalt. 

Your $15 includes your photo session and a 10" x 

13" portrait with frame. 

100% of your booking fee is fundraised for your 

school. 

Each family can make only 1 booking. Your 

session will include a minimum of 50 images with 

different pose combinations to choose from. 

 

https://viewb.eventbrite.com.au 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN THE 

CLASSROOM 

In Term 4 all students at Viewbank Primary 

School will be undertaking a new Inquiry 

Learning Unit. A key feature of Inquiry Based 

Learning is that students collect information 

through a variety of real world experiences, such 

as; talking to people, conducting surveys, 

observations, case studies and experiments. It is 

for this reason that a number of teaching teams in 

our school require your help to provide rich 

learning opportunities for our students. Below you 

will find an explanation of what/who each team is 

looking for and a contact teacher if you are willing 

to offer your assistance. We would love to see as 

many community members as possible involved in 

our classrooms so please reach out to any year 

level if you can help! You can speak to the contact 

teacher directly or send an email to our school 

address to be forwarded on to the relevant teacher.  

viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au attention 

Rebecca Gurney for any general inquiries about 

any of the below projects.  

 

FOUNDATION  

Inquiry Focus: How living things grow and 

change and can be used as a resource 

Contact Teacher: Paige Deery 

Dates: TBC based on assistance offered 

Seeking:   

 Any community members who have 

ethical businesses that make products from 

raw products, and who are willing to come 

and talk about and show their products to 

students.  

 Families who have babies of different ages 

(6 months,1,2,3 and 4yrs old), who would 

be willing to come into school and allow 

students to make some observations about 

their children.  

 

YEAR ONE 

Inquiry Focus: How daily and seasonal changes 

affect resources and human decisions.  

Contact Teacher: Claire Kielty 

Dates: Week 4 (30th October - 3rd November)  

Seeking:  

https://viewb.eventbrite.com.au/
https://viewb.eventbrite.com.au/
mailto:viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


 People who have occupations or hobbies 

that are affected by weather (seasonal 

changes).  

 People whose choices in these occupations 

or hobbies are sustainably driven. This 

could be as simple as maintaining a vegie 

garden at home or someone who works for 

a resource company such as Melbourne 

Water. 

 

 

YEAR TWO 

Inquiry Focus: The features of living things and 

how living things are impacted by humans and 

natural processes. 

Contact Teacher: Karli Burns 

Dates: Expo Friday 27th of October  

Seeking:  

Community members who have any experience 

(professional or hobby based) raising animals, 

gardening, horticulture, bacteria, biology or any 

other topic related to living things. For example; a 

vet, experienced home gardener, micro biologist, 

animal trainer/handler, someone with lots of pets, 

zoologist, worm farmer/compost user etc. 

We will be holding an Expo and would like 

volunteers to run a small ‘stall’ type setup where 

students can come up and ask questions of the 

volunteers or volunteers can give a short 

presentation in their area of expertise.  

 

YEAR 3  

Inquiry Focus: How location and natural 

resources affect the lifestyles of children in our 

neighbouring countries.  

Contact Teacher: Bonnie Boness 

Seeking:  

Year 3 parent helpers for a walking excursion on 

Wednesday 11th of October.  

Year 3 parent helpers for an excursion to 

Cranbourne Gardens on November 2nd.  

Guest speakers or assistance  may be required 

based on students questions and more information 

will follow.  

 

YEAR 4  

Inquiry Focus: Living Things - Building a 

Community Garden  

Contact Teacher: Kori Lewis  

Dates: Weeks 1 - 4 

Seeking:  

We would also love to talk to any experts (or 

amateurs!) with knowledge, advice or practical 

skills to offer in the following areas: Construction, 

Landscape gardening, Vegetable gardens, 

Community gardens, Banyule council.  

 

YEAR 5 

Inquiry Focus: Living Things and the design of 

sustainable solutions for environmental problems. 

Contact Teacher: Narelle Taylor 

Seeking:  

Year 5 teachers will contact parents in Term 4 if 

they require assistance.  

 

YEAR 6  

Inquiry Focus: Financial circumstances of 

individuals/groups within our global community 

and features of businesses who focus on 

sustainable and ethical practices.  

Contact Teacher: Rebecca Gurney  

Dates: Expo Tuesday 31st of October 2:15pm - 

3:15pm  

Seeking:  

The Year 6 students will be hosting an Expo 

where we would like business owners to set up a 

stall. Students will be roving the expo collecting 



data from business owners about the following 

elements of their business; sustainability, ethics, 

marketing, social media, audience, research and 

innovation.  

 

2017 WALKATHON 

One of our major Fundraisers for 2017 is our 

Walkathon.  On, Thursday 19th October all 

Viewbank Primary School students will take part 

in this annual event completing laps around the 

perimeter of the school.  Each lap is approx. 600 

metres in length.   

The students will walk at the following times: 

Prep 9:20 – 9:50am 

Grade 1 & 2  10:00 – 11:00am 

Grade 5 & 6 11:45 – 1:00pm 

Grade 3 & 4 2:00 – 3:15pm 

 

Please see sponsorship form attached, where we 

ask you to sponsor our students, and to seek 

sponsorship from family, friends, neighbours and 

workmates.  Of course, the children will get great 

benefit from taking part in the walk!! We 

anticipate the maximum laps completed in the 

time allowed will be 8 for the younger students 

and 14 for the older students.  All money raised 

will be going towards our major fundraising 

project - the resurfacing of the asphalt. 

All students will be rewarded with an icy pole 

back at school after the completion of the walk 

(Please advise class teacher if you do not wish for 

your child to receive one). 

Sponsorship forms and monies need be 

returned to school by Friday, October 27. 

Monies AND forms need to be returned 

together. 

All students will be provided with a wrist band for 

the walk, and these will be hole punched at the 

conclusion of each lap.  Once the walk is over the 

children will bring their cards home and collection 

of monies can then be organised. 

As always, we could not hold an activity such as 

this without the support of our parents and friends, 

both financially and on the day.  If you can assist 

on the day by walking with your children, acting 

as a course marshall, hole punching cards after 

each lap, or simply cheering on our students we 

would be very grateful for your assistance.  Please 

let your child’s teacher know that you can help 

asap, or let any of the office staff know and they 

will record your name and phone number to pass 

on to the Parents and Friends group to assist in 

planning. 

Please support this major fundraiser, as it is the 

only one of its kind in 2017, and we do rely on 

fundraising to support equipment purchases, 

which in turn support your child’s education. 

Thank you in advance, 

The Parents and Friends Association 

Viewbank Primary School 

 

YEAR 5 CAMP 

 

 



 

 

 

 

LIBRARY HELPERS 

The Library always has new books to be covered 

and needs assistance with the shelving of books. If 

you have some spare time to assist, please pop 

into the Library and offer your services. Even 10 

minutes while waiting to pick up your children 

would be appreciated. 

 
 

LUNCH ORDERS 

CLASSROOM CUISINE provides lunch orders to 

our school on a MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and 

FRIDAYS. 

 

Lunches must be ordered online using the 

CLASSROOM CUISINE website. 

www.classroomcuisine.com.au 
 

 
 

http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au/
https://classroomcuisine.com.au/


ICY POLE FRIDAY 

 

On Fridays, students are able 

to buy icy poles over the 

counter at lunchtime. 
 

All icy poles cost $1.00 each. 

 

 

We are asking for parent helpers to assist with the 

sale of these icy poles on Fridays from 1pm to 

1:30pm. If you able to assist can you please notify 

the office of your available dates. 

 

Email:    viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Phone:  9459 – 1512 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All money raised from the sales of icy poles will 

be going towards our major fundraising 

project - the resurfacing of the asphalt. 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN EVERY TUESDAY 

 

The Uniform shop is open every Tuesday from 

9am to 10am. You can also leave orders anytime 

at the school office and the uniform will be sent 

home with your child.  

 

 

 

 

CYBERSMART NEWS 

 

Cybersmart News 
Reassure your child that they can tell you 

anything, without fear of losing the laptop or 

internet access. 

 
 

2018 FOUNDATION EVENTS 

 

 
 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

 

 

2017 

Term 3:  17 July to 22 September 

Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 

 

2017 PUPIL FREE DAYS 

Monday, November 6 

 

2018 

Term 1:  29 January (teachers only) to 29 

March (Students start 30 January) 

Term2:  16 April to 29 June 

Term 3: 16 July to 21 September 

Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 

 

mailto:viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/index.php/parents/forms-notices/doc_download/380-uniform-shop-order-form-2014


COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
Dear Parents and Friends,  
 

One of our major Fundraisers for 2017 is our Walkathon.  On, Thursday 19th October all Viewbank Primary School 
students will take part in this annual event completing laps around the perimeter of the school.  Each lap is approx. 600 
metres in length.   

 
The students will walk at the following times: 

Prep 9:20 – 9:50am 

Grade 1 & 2  10:00 – 11:00am 

Grade 5 & 6 11:45 – 1:00pm 

Grade 3 & 4 2:00 – 3:15pm 
 
On the reverse side of this sheet is the sponsorship form, where we ask you to sponsor our students, and to seek 

sponsorship from family, friends, neighbours and workmates.  Of course, the children will get great benefit from taking 
part in the walk!! We anticipate the maximum laps completed in the time allowed will be 8 for the younger students and 
14 for the older students.  All money raised will be going towards our major fundraising project - the resurfacing of the 
asphalt. 

 
All students will be rewarded with an icy pole back at school after the completion of the walk (Please advise class 

teacher if you do not wish for your child to receive one). 
 
Sponsorship forms and monies need be returned to school by Friday, October 27. 
Monies AND forms need to be returned together. 
 
All students will be provided with a wrist band for the walk, and these will be hole punched at the conclusion of 

each lap.  Once the walk is over the children will bring their cards home and collection of monies can then be organised. 
 
As always, we could not hold an activity such as this without the support of our parents and friends, both financially 

and on the day.  If you can assist on the day by walking with your children, acting as a course marshall, hole punching 
cards after each lap, or simply cheering on our students we would be very grateful for your assistance.  Please let your 
child’s teacher know that you can help asap, or let any of the office staff know and they will record your name 
and phone number to pass on to the Parents and Friends group to assist in planning. 

 
Please support this major fundraiser, as it is the only one of its kind in 2017, and we do rely on fundraising to 

support equipment purchases, which in turn support your child’s education. 
 
Thank you in advance, 
 
The Parents and Friends Association 
Viewbank Primary School 
 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=people+walk+clipart+black+and+white&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=fD9OCno94ZComM&tbnid=hUtN1VHZIXO5NM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.seemikerun.ca/2013/06/share-trails.html&ei=uTB7U9aFHczokAXJxYCgBA&psig=AFQjCNGMG9kuFupQVqGnOzeo24v9iZLd2Q&ust=1400668705944220


     

 
 
STUDENTS NAME:________________________GRADE:___________ SHEET ___________ 
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PER LAP 
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Walk, ride or scoot and build healthy habits for life.
Walk to School 2017

Official community partner: Official corporate partner:

Parent and Carer fact sheet

In 2016, we achieved:

Every October, Walk to School encourages Victorian primary 
school kids to walk, ride or scoot to and from school. It’s a 
great way to help students learn healthy habits and achieve 
the recommended 60 minutes of physical activity, every day.

Active travel options to and from school are also a great 
opportunity to connect and chat with your kids, plus meet 
up with other local families along the way. If you can’t walk 
all the way, your child can still get involved- simply drive part 
way and walk, ride or scoot the rest!

By participating, you could help your school win great 
regional prizes and you will enjoy the benefits of walking, 
riding and scooting to and from school!

Sign up for Walk to School today and build healthy habits 
for life.

Meet our partners

Walk to School 2017 is proudly supported by our Official 
Community Partner, AFL Players and our Official Corporate 
Partner Bendigo Bank.

Win amazing prizes

Keep checking the Walk to School website and social 
channels. We’ll be announcing this year’s prizes very soon!

How can your family get involved?

Take part through your child’s school 
It’s easy to participate if your child’s school is registered for 
Walk to School. Your child’s teacher will record how many 
times students walk, ride or scoot to and from school during 
October, using a classroom calendar. 

Schools with the highest participation levels in each region 
will be eligible for some fantastic prizes - so every time 
your child walks, rides or scoots they increase their school’s 
chance of winning!

Get involved online 
If your child’s school is not taking part in Walk to School, your 
child can still participate. Make every walk, ride or scoot 
counts by having them register as a student on the 
Walk to School website www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au.

Your child can track their walks, rides and scoots during 
October, and contribute to the state-wide effort!

Have your say! 
If your child is participating in Walk to School, we’d love to get 
your input. Help us to improve by taking part in our survey. 
Register at: orima.com.au/w2ssurvey

The survey is run by ORIMA Research on behalf of VicHealth’s 
Walk to School.

758
Participating schools

144,928
Participating students Number of walks, rides & scoots

2,238,326

http://www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au
https://www.orima.com.au/w2ssurvey/


Walk, ride or scoot and build healthy habits for life.
Walk to School 2017

Official community partner: Official corporate partner:

FAQs

How does Walk to School work? 
If your child’s school is taking part in Walk to School, your 
child’s teacher will record how many times students walk, 
ride or scoot to and from school during October, using a 
classroom calendar. 
 
Schools with the highest participation levels are eligible for 
some fantastic prizes. So every time your child walks, rides or 
scoots they increase their school’s chance of winning!

My child’s school isn’t registered. Can I still get 
involved? 
Yes! Even if your school isn’t registered, you can still 
participate. Make your child’s walking, riding and scooting 
count by having them register as a student on the Walk to 
School website- with your permission, of course. Your child 
can keep track of how often they walk, ride or scoot to and 
from school and be part of the state-wide movement.

Why does Walk to School go for a month? 
Studies show that it takes 30 days to build a habit. The longer 
we do something healthy, the more likely that healthy habit 
will stick. That’s why Walk to School lasts for an entire month, 
rather than a single day. It’s about building healthy habits 
for life.

Why do schools use classroom calendars? 
The calendars are a bright, fun way to record how many 
times students walk, ride or scoot to and from school in 
October. At the end of the month, schools use the calendars 
to provide a summary of data to VicHealth, so they can give 
prizes to the most active schools in each region. Schools can 
also use the calendars to reward students or celebrate the 
most active class at school assembly.

Why does VicHealth collect data and information? 
VicHealth collects information to help find new and better 
ways to encourage children to be active. 
 
Collecting data lets us measure the impact of the Walk to 
School program and see how many people are getting active 
on the way to and from school. VicHealth uses aggregate 
data for individual schools, schools within a region, and 
schools in the state. VicHealth may publish Walk to School 
results at a school or state level.

What data do schools collect? 
If your school is registered for Walk to School, your child’s 
teacher will use a classroom calendar to record:

• your child’s name

• how many times they usually walk, ride or scoot to 
and from school

• how many times they walk, ride or scoot to and from 
school in October.

Your school will provide a summary of this participation data 
to VicHealth in November 2017.

What data is collected on the website?  
If you register your child online, you will need to provide your 
child’s name, an email address username and password. 
We won’t ask for your child’s date of birth, phone number 
or address.

To understand your child’s walking activity, we’ll ask:

• the distance you live from school 

• how many times they usually walk, ride or scoot to 
and from school

• how many times they walked, rode or scooted to and 
from school during October.

Who can access this data? 
Information recorded on the classroom calendars will only 
be accessed by the student, the teacher and the school’s 
Walk to School coordinator. VicHealth or the local council may 
access this data if your school asks for help with tallying and 
reporting. 
 
VicHealth may also collect a sample of classroom calendars 
to understand student walking patterns. All classroom 
calendars will be securely stored and destroyed at the end 
of the Walk to School program.  
 
VicHealth will also share de-identified data with our 
evaluation team at ORIMA Research to help analyse and 
report on the outcomes of Walk to School. 
 
Information collected on the Walk to School website will only 
be accessed by your child and VicHealth. We only collect your 
child’s name or username to help manage the student portal 
and create aggregated reports. Your email address will be 
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used to update you with information about Walk to School or 
to help you recover your username and reset your password. 
We host competitions on our website and social channels. 
We always ask for your permission directly before posting 
your child’s entry online.  
 
Once the results are in and analysed, VicHealth will securely 
store and destroy classroom calendars. We only report 
aggregate data, so no individuals will be identified. All 
personal information about your child will be securely stored 
and destroyed by June 2018. 
 
What if I don’t want my child to participate? 
Participation is voluntary. If your child’s school is taking part 
in Walk to School but you don’t want your child to participate, 
ask your child’s teacher not to include your child’s name on 
their Walk to School classroom calendar.

If your child has been registered on the website and you want 
their profile deleted, simply delete it yourself or ask VicHealth 
to delete it for you.

If you choose not to record your child’s walks, rides or scoots, 
your child can still enter Walk to School competitions on our 
website and social channels. And of course, you can still 
enjoy the benefits of walking, riding and scooting to and from 
school as often as you like!

Where can I get more information? 
Visit the Walk to School website for information: 
www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au

walktoschool@vichealth.vic.gov.au 

www.facebook.com/WalkToSchool

twitter.com/WalkToSchoolVic

Your privacy 
We care about your privacy. If you have any other 
enquiries regarding privacy, or wish to access your 
information, please contact the VicHealth Privacy Officer 
at privacy@vichealth.vic.gov.au.

mailto:vichealth%40vichealth.vic.gov.au?subject=
http://www.vichealth.vic.gov.au
http://www.twitter.com/vichealth
http://www.facebook.com/vichealth
http://www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au
mailto:walktoschool%40vichealth.vic.gov.au?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/WalkToSchool
http://twitter.com/WalkToSchoolVic
mailto:privacy%40vichealth.vic.gov.au?subject=


 

Term 4 
2017 

 

Viewbank Primary School 

Our programs aim to encourage a strong foundation on which to build a full and active life. Physical activity for 

children has been linked to positive self-esteem, skill development, skeletal and cardiovascular health, and 

general healthy development. All our qualified instructors encourage opportunities for cognitive, social and 

emotional development through and during movement activities within all our programs 

Dance  
Stars  

(8 weeks) 
 

• Introduce children to the fundamentals of the 

dance language  

• Movement, time, space and energy. 

• No Competitions, No uniforms 

• Step to the beat in a number of sequences to 

learn a choreographed dance routine 

Day: Wednesday 
Time: Lunchtime 
Start Date: 18th October 
Finish Date: 6th December 
Who: Prep-Grade 4 
Cost: $99 

All our dance instructors have Dance Teaching & Management Cert. IV Qualifications 

 

ENROL ONLINE: 

www.big5sports.com.au 
Enquiries     admin@big5sports.com.au       0422 043 853 


