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CHESS SEMI-FINALS 

Congratulations to Edward Xu, Ewan McLauchlan and Sakvith Caldera who 

competed in the Chess State Semi Finals at Great Ryrie Primary School last week.  

Whilst they didn’t qualify for the finals, they performed admirably and are a credit 

to themselves and their school. 

 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

A final reminder that Monday is a pupil free day, and there are no classes on offer 

that day.  We look forward to seeing everyone again after the long weekend on 

Wednesday, November 8. 

 

LATE NIGHT EXPERIENCE 

 

The Grade 1s loved the excitement of staying back late at school last Friday, and 

participating in a range of activities which included a scavenger hunt, pizza dinner 

and movie night.  Many thanks to all staff who contributed to making the night a 

great success under the leadership of Jamie Ruddock.  Greatly appreciated! 

 

OSHCLUB MEETING 

 

This message relates particularly to those regular users of our OSHC program.  The 

new providers, OSHClub, are holding a Parent Information Night on Thursday, 

November 9 in the gymnasium foyer to explain the transition for 2018 and to answer 

any questions parents may have in relation to the program and its operations for next 

year.  All welcome. 

 

FINAL WORKING BEE OF THE YEAR 

DIARY DATES 

 

 

Mon Nov 6 

Pupil free day  

 

Tue Nov 7 

Melbourne Cup Day Holiday 

 

Wed Nov 8 

Uniform Shop Open 

9:00am to 10:00am 

 

Thu Nov 9 

Year 2 Walking Excursion 

 

Sat Nov 11 

Working Bee 

9am to 12noon 

 

Sat Nov 11 

Second Hand Uniform Sale 

9am to 10am 

 

Thu Nov 23 

Foundation 2018 Information 

Night 

 

Wed Nov 29 

Foundation 2018 Classroom 

Session 1 

 

Thu Nov 30 

Special Lunch Order Day  

Baker’s Delight 

 

Mon Dec 4 

Singing Performance by 

Gabriella’s Singing Students 

7pm 

 

Wed Dec 6 

Foundation 2018 Classroom 

Session 2 

 

Mon Dec 11 

Year 6 Graduation Evening 

 

Tue Dec 12 

2018 Orientation Day 

 

Fri Dec 22 

Last day of Term 4 

1:30pm dismissal 

 

Tue Jan 30 

First Day of Term 1 

 

Tue Feb 13 

School Photo Day 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/


FINAL WORKING BEE OF THE YEAR 

The final working bee for 2017 is scheduled for 

Saturday, November 11, from 9am until midday.  

Plenty to do as always, and we will be pausing for 

a minute at 11am to honour Remembrance Day.  

Please see the separate COMPASS flyer for 

additional information. 

PARENT REQUESTS FOR GRADE 

PLACEMENTS 

 

A reminder that up until Cup Day, parents have 

the opportunity to provide in writing grade 

placement requests for 2018. We invite your input 

into grade selection if there are special 

circumstances that we need to know about. 

Occasionally we may not be aware of these 

special circumstances which might include but are 

not limited to health, emotional or learning 

matters, peer or sibling relationships or changes in 

the home situation. There is no place to request a 

particular teacher by name. Selecting a 

particular teacher does not fit within the realm of 

special circumstances. Information requiring our 

consideration needs to be addressed to ‘The 

Principal’ and handed to the office by Monday, 

November 6. Please note that letters received after 

this date will NOT be accepted. All letters will be 

dealt with in the strictest confidence. Whilst each 

request will be given consideration, no guarantees 

can be given. Thank you. 

 

STATE ATHLETICS FINALS 

I am happy to report that Georgia Turcu, Dior 

Croxford, Maya Condely, Bailee Ellis and Ilija 

Simonovski all participated at a State Level in the 

VPSSA State Athletics Championships at 

Lakeside Stadium, Albert Park on Monday.   It 

was an amazing effort to get this far and I am 

happy to report that Ilija made it into the 12/13 

year old hurdles final and all the other students 

showed commendable efforts in competing in 

their heats. 

FAMILIES LEAVING OUR SCHOOL AT 

THE END OF 2017  

 

Thank you to the families who have already 

advised us that they are leaving at the end of the 

year for whatever reason, but if you are also 

transferring, would you mind letting us know at 

the office? It very much helps with planning for 

2018.  
 

That’s it from me for this week.  Whilst I never 

seem to get it right, it is incumbent on me to flag 

my Melbourne Cup tip early in the hope that I 

might have some sort of bragging rights next week 

so here goes – with my Dutch ancestry, Johannes 

Vermeer seems to be the omen bet. 

 

Have a great long weekend. 
 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Bill Kersing 

Principal 

 

 
 

PUPIL OF THE WEEK – 30/10/2017 

 

 

Foundation D Emily 

Foundation P Zahra 

Foundation R Michaelangelo & Madison 

1R Bonnie 

1C Chloe 

1T Whole Class 

1K Whole Class 

2B Grace 

2C Bryce 

2L Felix 

2M Charlotte 

3G Cooper 

3M Sophie 

3W Alonso  

3E Ewan 

4F Ally & Zoe 

4N Oliver & Jasmine 

5T Jeremy 

5C Hafsa & Ashley 

5K James 

6B Lachlan 

6A Angie 

6G Whole Class 

6C Brayden 

 

 



COMPASS SCHOOL MANAGER 

 

Please be advised that student absences, Term 

payments and excursion permission forms are 

now accessed via Compass 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM MRS NICHOLLS 

 

INQUIRY LEARNING 

This term, you may have heard your child talking 

about Inquiry, or about attending an expo to talk 

with ‘experts’. Maybe they have shared their 

Immersion tasks or they are about to go on an 

excursion with only some of the students in the 

class while others venture somewhere else. 

These experiences are all part of the gradual shift 

towards Inquiry Learning at Viewbank. It has 

certainly been received with a heightened level of 

interest and engagement from the students across 

the school as they begin to participate in 

experiences that are helping them to find the 

answers to some of their questions and also think 

about posing new questions and initiating actions 

resulting from their learning.  

During the week, I had the pleasure to present at 

the Year 2 expo as an ‘expert’ on farm animals. 

Have I trained in this area? No, I just grew up on a 

farm and have life experiences but that’s enough 

to answer some very pressing questions that these 

students needed answers to such as Do all farm 

animals have tails? How often do sheep need 

shearing? Why do pigs have so many babies in a 

litter but sheep only have one or two? What was it 

like having pet lambs and how did you care for 

them? How do you look after the farm animals? 

At the end of the session the students had 

collected a range of information on living things 

which they were then able to share and process 

with their classmates.  

If you get the opportunity in the future to be an 

‘expert’ or share something that you do, please 

consider volunteering your time. Some year levels 

are still looking for volunteers in a variety of 

fields so please check our previous newsletters or 

Compass items to see if you can help. It’s great 

fun and our students get to experience firsthand 

the satisfaction of finding out answers to their 

questions. 

To implement Inquiry Learning successfully our 

staff have been working closely with Dr Jeni 

Wilson. Jeni will be returning to VPS next 

Wednesday and Friday to check in with each 

teaching team; answering their questions, helping 

analyse student data collected during the Tuning 

In stage and refining tasks that will be presented 

during the Finding Out stage.  

It's certainly an exciting learning journey for 

everyone involved. 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE  

 

A second hand uniform sale will be held for 

members of our school community, both present 

and future, at the School Working Bee on 

Saturday 11th November  

from 9.00am- 10.00am. The stall will be set up in 

the middle courtyard. All uniform items are clean 

and will be presented for sale in sizes. Jumpers 

with the school logo and school dresses will be 

$5.00 and all other items $2.00.  

If you wish to help with sorting items prior to the 

day or assist on the sale day please let me know. 

All money raised will go towards our major 

fundraising project – the resurfacing of the 

asphalt. 

Second hand uniform items are also available for 

sale each week from the Uniform Shop during 

normal opening times. 

 

Just a reminder to please NAME ALL 

UNIFORM ITEMS, CONTAINERS and 

DRINK BOTTLES so that our Lost Property 

Management Team can return items promptly.  

 

https://viewbankps.vic.jdlf.com.au/Login.aspx


WALKATHON  

Thank you to the Parents and Friends members, 

parent volunteers, pre service teachers, teachers 

and students who assisted with and participated in 

our school Walkathon on October 19. It was a 

great day (albeit a tad showery at times) with 

many laps being completed. Well done and thank 

you to everyone who has donated. We raised 

$5785.60 which will go towards our major 

fundraising project – the resurfacing of the 

asphalt.  

 

Have a great week. 

Gill Nicholls 

 

 

OFFICE MATTERS 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

We are currently finalizing end of year accounts 

and would appreciate if you could please check 

Compass and make payment for any outstanding 

term expenses, instrumental music fees and Before 

and After School Care accounts asap. 

 

If you are having difficulty making payment 

please do not hesitate to contact me to arrange a 

payment plan. 

 

Thanks 

 

Lucy Addati 

Business Manager 

9459 1512 

 

HATS ON 
 

 

From 1st September until 30th April school hats 

must be worn outside during all outside activities. 

 

 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 

OCTOBER 2017 

  

Last Thursday School Council met to discuss 

various matters. Importantly the outsourcing of 

Out of School Hours Care was discussed. 

Councillors reaffirmed their commitment to 

ensuring the program will be closely monitored 

for quality and parent/student satisfaction in 2018. 

A parent information session has been organised 

for 7pm on 9 November.  OSHClub management, 

along with School Principal, Bill Kersing, and 

School Council President, Duncan Baulch, will be 

present to answer any questions parents may have 

regarding transition arrangements. All parents are 

encouraged to come along to the meeting. 

  

Other matters discussed at council: 

 

• Nutrition policy (approved with minor 

amendments) 

 

• next Working Bee (November 11) 

 

• the VPS 50th Anniversary book (stay tuned 

for release dates) 

 

• laying of 50th Anniversary commemorative 

pavers (School main entrance) 

 

• future operations of the Uniform Shop 

(continuing to investigate options for 

2018) 

 

• budgets and class sizes for 2018 

  

The next council meeting is Thursday 16 

November 2017 at 7.30pm. All welcome! 

  

 

BOTTLE TOPS 

 

The Environmental Committee are collecting 

plastic bottle tops.  If you are able to help us can 

you please leave your bottle tops at the office. 

 



LUNCH ORDERS 

CLASSROOM CUISINE provides lunch orders to 

our school on a MONDAY, WEDNESDAY and 

FRIDAYS. 

 

Lunches must be ordered online using the 

CLASSROOM CUISINE website. 

www.classroomcuisine.com.au 
 

 
 

The last day for lunch orders for 2017 is 

Wednesday 20th December. 
 

ICY POLE FRIDAY 

 

On Fridays, students are able 

to buy icy poles over the 

counter at lunchtime. 
 

All icy poles cost $1.00 each. 

 

 

We are asking for parent helpers to assist with the 

sale of these icy poles on Fridays from 1pm to 

1:30pm. If you able to assist can you please notify 

the office of your available dates. 

 

Email:    viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Phone:  9459 – 1512 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All money raised from the sales of icy poles will 

be going towards our major fundraising 

project - the resurfacing of the asphalt. 

 

SCHOOL BANKING 

 

Don’t forget to hand your bankbooks into your 

class teacher every Tuesday for banking. 

 

 

 

CITIZENS OF THE MONTH FOR 

SEPTEMBER 

Each month we are presenting students with a 

special award called The Citizen of the Month.  It 

is our opportunity to recognize students for 

outstanding character in the classroom and 

beyond.  The following children have been 

selected by the classroom teachers in their level 

for the award this month. Students selected as the 

Citizen of the Month for their classroom have 

lunch with the Principal and Assistant Principals, 

certificate and their picture on display in the front 

foyer of the school. 

The Citizens of the Month for September 

received the award for Kindness and Making a 

Difference. 

Congratulations to the following students: 

 
Darcy 

 

 
Ella 

 

 
Gary 

http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au/
mailto:viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://classroomcuisine.com.au/


 
Ella 

 

 
Sam 

 

 
Matilda 

 

 
Rhys 

 

WORKING BEE 

 

PLEASE COME TO OUR WORKING BEE 

Saturday11 November 2017 9.00am-12pm 

 

 

YEAR 2 LIVING THINGS EXPO 

 

What an incredible time our Year 2 students had 

last Friday at the ‘Year 2 Living Things Expo’! 

We were lucky enough to have some very 

insightful volunteers that were able to successfully 

engage our students in a vast range of living 

things. From bees to bacteria and many things in 

between, our students have gained an incredible 

amount of knowledge about many different living 

things, which will assist them during our Inquiry 

Unit this term.  

We would like to say a HUGE thank you to all of 

our super star volunteers: 

- Yvonne Ashby 

- Seema Kanade 

- Anthony Evans  

- Graeme Lane  

- Ryan Forbes, Rohan Whitby, Charlotte 

Nelson and Jessica Read (Grade 3 

Gardeners)  

- Mrs Nicholls  

- Andrea Wardenaar 

- Rose from Wildlife Victoria 

- Michael and Susan Vitale from SEDA and 

their dog Yenta 

- Ishan Samarasekara  

- Debbie Burns  

 

We also had some incredibly generous students, 

who raised money and donated useful goods to 

Seeing Eye Dogs Australian and Wildlife Victoria. 

We could not be more proud of their kind 

gestures.  

Thank you for all of your support.  

Karli Burns  

Year Two Team Leader  

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

LIBRARY HELPERS 

The Library always has new books to be covered 

and needs assistance with the shelving of books. If 

you have some spare time to assist, please pop 

into the Library and offer your services. Even 10 

minutes while waiting to pick up your children 

would be appreciated. 

 
 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN EVERY TUESDAY 

 

The Uniform shop is open every Tuesday from 

9am to 10am. You can also leave orders anytime 

at the school office and the uniform will be sent 

home with your child.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Uniform Shop will be closed on Tuesday 7th 

November due to it being a public holiday but will 

be open on Wednesday 8th November from 9am to 

10am. 

 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SALE 
 

Viewbank Primary School 

Saturday 11th November 

9.00am to 10.00am 
 

Jumpers with the school logo and school dresses 

will be $5.00 and all other items $2.00. 

 

 

http://www.viewbankps.vic.edu.au/index.php/parents/forms-notices/doc_download/380-uniform-shop-order-form-2014


CHRISTMAS RAFFLE DONATION 

REQUEST 

 

 
 

The Parents and Friends Committee are in the 

process of organising a Christmas Raffle.  We are 

currently asking for donations to be used as 

hamper prizes. A few ideas include; chocolates. 

Biscuits, decorations, small gifts (diaries, 

stationary, toys, drink bottles), business vouchers. 

Sorry we are unable to accept alcohol.  All 

donations can be left at the General Office.  

 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY  

POPPY APPEAL 

 

 

 

 

WALK TO SCHOOL DAY 

 

Everyone enjoyed fresh fruit when we got to 

school! Thanks to Miss Fatchen, Mrs Kot, Mrs 

Nichols and Ms Lewis for your help! 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

A CALL TO NEEDLES AND THREAD! 

It’s Year 6 Graduation Bear making time at VBPS 

and we would love some help making the clothes 

for our bears. We are planning to work with all the 

classes in the Year 6 area for two sessions (11:30 

till 1:00 and 2:00 till 3:00) on Wednesday the 29th 

of November. If you are able to help please 

contact Lisa May (Art Teacher). 

SCHOOL TERM DATES 

 

 

2017 

Term 4:  9 October to 22 December 

 

2017 PUPIL FREE DAYS 

Monday, November 6 

 

2018 

Term 1:  29 January (teachers only) to 29 

March (Students start 30 January) 

Term2:  16 April to 29 June 

Term 3: 16 July to 21 September 

Term 4:  8 October to 21 December 

 

 

2018 FOUNDATION EVENTS 

 

 
 



CYBERSMART NEWS 

 

Cybersmart News 
If they get a message or email that's threatening or 

rude, they should 'STOP, BLOCK, TELL'. First 

step is to tell your child to stop responding to the 

abuse and then block those people sending 

threatening or rude messages if they continue. Let 

your child know that if they are being bullied, or 

know someone else who is, they should tell a 

trusted adult. 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Bakers Delight Special  

Lunch Day 
 

Thursday 30th November, 2017 

Please complete the below order form and return it to school with correct 

money (no change will be given) by Thursday 16 November, 2017. 
 Note – pizzas are the size of a Bakers Delight scroll and are served cold. 

   

CHILD’S NAME: __________________________________________ 

 

CHILD’S GRADE: ________________________________________ 

 Price per 

item 

Quantity 

required 

Total Price 

Margarita Pizza $3.50   

Hawaiian Pizza  $3.50   

BBQ Pizza $3.50   

Vegetarian Pizza $3.50    

    

Pink lady apple 50 cents   

Banana 50 cents   

Orange 50 cents   

    

Assorted Juice Box Drink $1.00   

  TOTAL 

PAYMENT: 

 

 

Parent assistance is required on this day. If you are available to assist in any way can you 

please email your details to viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

*Special dietary requirements please see office  

mailto:viewbank.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


PLEASE COME TO OUR WORKING BEE 
Saturday11 November 2017 

9.00am-12pm 
 

 

 

 

Come when you can, leave when you have to. If you are able to support our 

school by attending the Working Bee we would love to see you there. 
 

Tasks for Working Bee: 
 Calculate area required for commemorative pavers (along edges of main entry path) 

 Remove surplus table tops from shipping container 

 Rake/ turn over soft fall in all playground areas (use fork to loosen then rake) 

 Prepare garden bed and plant hedge outside chicken coop fence 

 Prepare garden bed and plant lomandra around the perimeter of the garden outside the grade four portables.  

 Tidy up perimeter paths and fence line (rake up mulch from paths and fence lines, remove leaves and built up dirt from 
paths) 

 Tidy up asphalt basketball courts (rake up mulch, leaves, built up dirt and blow) 

 Dig post holes for and set posts in the ground (Jilinga pedestrian access) 

 Remove concrete rubble from north east side of gym. 

 Clean storm water pits and open drains 

 General weeding  

 Collect Litter 

 Rake blow and weed prep garden area 

 Mow Oval and Jilinga, 

 Whipper snip banks around oval and Jilinga perimeter 

 

Afternoon tea provided 
Kids are welcome under your supervision. They usually have a good time helping and playing. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Please cut here and return to the school office - Tax deductible donation in-lieu of attendance is much 

appreciated. 

 

I would like to make a tax deductible donation of $...............................towards Building and Grounds 

Maintenance Fund.  

 

Child’s name: ________________________________________Grade: _______________ 

  Payment method:               Visa              MasterCard   

           
                    

 

 

Expiry Date: 
   

/ 
  

 

Name on card: _______________________________Signature: _________________________ 

 

Contact no: _________________________________________________________________ 



www.oshclub.com.au                                                                     1300 395 735 

Before & After  
School Care at  
Viewbank PS 

 
 
From 29th January, 2018 there will be a new Before and After School Care Program at Viewbank PS run by OSHClub.  
 
In addition, from the Easter holidays 2018, there will also be a Vacation Care program running onsite. 
 
OSHClub is one of Australia’s leading providers of Before and After School Care and Vacation Care programs.  
We form strong, collaborative ties with each School and design and develop each of our programs specifically to meet the 
needs of each unique community.  
 
What happens at OSHClub? 
We believe in the power of choice for each child, so each session comprises a wide range of experiences for them to choose 
from. No-one is forced to do anything except have fun. The children are encouraged to join in with our planned activities but 
it is their choice as to whether to participate or make the most of the wide range of toys and games available for free play.  
We provide: 
 
 > Loads of toys > Dress ups  > Science  > Art/Craft  
 > Board games  > Games > Drama  > Sports  
 > Art and craft materials  > Cooking  > Gardening > Homework time (if required)
  
We encourage lots of outside and sporting activities, making the most of the great school grounds and facilities. 
 
We welcome input and involvement from parents and especially the children – their ideas of what they would like to do are 
sometimes even better than ours! 
 
Who is looking after your children? 
Our programs are run by wonderful, warm, welcoming, experienced and trained people. The staff we employ will give you 
peace of mind that you are leaving your children in very safe hands while they enjoy the program’s activities. We are hoping 
that all the existing members of staff will remain with your program. 
 
Hungry tummies 
We provide healthy, tasty and nutritious food for breakfast and afternoon tea. Breakfast includes low sugar cereals, 
wholemeal toast, water and fresh milk/soy milk, then a special item that changes daily - for example English Muffins, fruit 
smoothies, blueberry pancakes or fruit toast.  
 
Afternoon tea includes masses of fresh fruit and vegetables, fresh milk/soy milk, then a special item that changes daily – 
for example toasted sandwiches, soup, pasta, vegetable wraps, mini pizzas or vegetarian tacos. 
 
Our menus cater for any special dietary requirements including those with allergies or cultural needs, and take into 
consideration each child’s preferences. We ask them what they like! The menu changes each week. 
 
 

  

http://www.oshclub.com.au/
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How do you enrol and book sessions? 
Enrolments and bookings are made online through our secure system available from our website. Last minute bookings 
and cancellations can be made simply by calling our Customer Services & Billing Team at Head Office. We don’t charge an 
initial or annual registration fee so why not enrol anyway and then if you need care in an emergency, we already have your 
details and your children can join in the fun without any problems.  
 
For parents with no access to the internet, all bookings can be made through either the Coordinator or our Customer Service 
& Billing Team. 
 
What does it cost? 
Permanent and Casual bookings are both the same cost.  
 
The program will be registered with Centrelink, so you will be able to claim Child Care Benefit (CCB) and the 50% Child 
Care Rebate (CCR) on your fees. The CCR is not means tested which means just about all working or studying parents are 
eligible to receive it. Call 13 61 50 to register. 
 

 Fee (both Permanent & Casual Bookings) * Opening Hours 

Before School Care $2.93 to $7.50 (full fee $15.00) 6:30am – 9:00am 

After School Care $4.47 to $9.50 (full fee $19.00) 3:30pm – 6:15pm 

Vacation Care/Pupil Free Days $6.03 to $27.50 (full fee $55.00) 6:30am – 6:15pm 

*  The actual out of pocket cost will vary between these amounts depending on individual families’ circumstances.  
Fees are subject to change. 
A late booking fee of $3.30 applies to all Before & After School Care bookings made within 24 hours of the session.  
Vacation Care bookings made within 5 days of a session incur an extra $10.00 fee. 
Before and After School Care bookings can be cancelled up to 24 hours before a session without incurring any out of pocket costs. Vacation 
Care bookings can only be cancelled with 14 days’ notice. 
If your child is sick – or you are sick yourself – you will not incur any out of pocket costs (Medical certificate required). 
 

How do I pay? 
Payments are made by Direct Debit to either your nominated Bank Account or to a Credit Card on a fortnightly basis in 
arrears (weekly for Vacation Care). If you nominate that your CCB and CCR entitlements are to be automatically paid to 
your provider (OSHClub) you won’t have to pay up front and worry about claiming these amounts back. 
 

Need more information? 

We will be holding a Parent Information Night on Thursday 9th November at 
7:00pm in the BER building, so please join us to find out more about the program 
and OSHClub, and ask any questions you have. 

 

 
In the meantime, if you have any queries or concerns about enrolling or booking sessions, or how to apply for CCB/CCR, 
please contact our Customer Service & Billing Team on 1300 395 735. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to our Program. 

 

  

http://www.oshclub.com.au/



