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Term 2, 2016

Welcome back! This term will be another busy one for the teachers and students in Year 3. We ask parents 
to note down the important dates in your diaries to help this be another great term of work.

Important dates for Term 2

Fortnightly Wednesdays
Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program 

(bi-weekly gardening and cooking)

Week 1 Thu 14 April Pupil Free Day - VCOP Day

Week 3 Mon 25 April Anzac Day Public Holiday

Week 5
Tue, Wed, Thu

10-12 May

NAPLAN TESTING - Language Conventions and Writing
NAPLAN TESTING - Reading

NAPLAN TESTING - Numeracy

Week 10 Mon 13 Jun Queens Birthday Public Holiday

Week 11 Mon 20 Jun Proposed Pupil Free Day for Parent Teacher Interviews

Subject and topic overviews: 

Literacy
Reading, writing, speaking and listening will be taught and modelled for students. They will have the 
opportunity to spend time working on spelling, punctuation, grammar and dictionary skills, as well as reading 
and writing different text types such as persuasive, information reports and poetry. 

In Term 2 we will continue our VCOP writing program with writing and evaluating tasks spread over alternating 
weeks. On the first week, Talk Homework is sent home on Tuesdays with the related Big Write on the following 
day. On the alternating week students assess their writing and set goals for improving their writing ready for 
the next Big Write. The Talk Homework is an important part of this process. We ask that you engage with your 
child for talk homework because, ‘if they can’t say it, they can’t write it’. It does not require a formal setting it 
can be over the dinner table or in the car. Research shows prior oral engagement offers a pivotal opportunity to 
prepare them to do the best writing; to get their knowledge ready and generate ideas.

Numeracy
Numeracy lessons will continue to cover a variety of concepts within Number and Algebra, Measurement and 
Geometry, as well as Statistics and Probability. These concepts will be taught using plenty of concrete materials 
and hands on activities. This term our Number and Algebra foci will be addition and subtraction, rounding 
including money and some multiplication. Our minor foci will be length, mass and capacity, 3D shapes and 
chance.

Integrated Studies
This term we will be learning about three topics. This will include two Science topics, Living and Non Living as 
well as Space: The Earth, Moon and Sun. Later in the term we will have a Design & Technology unit. Students 
will have an opportunity to develop ideas, design and build something for our very special client.



Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program (SAKGP)
The 2016 Year 3 SAKGP has gotten under way with gutso. The students are enjoying 
making flavoursome meals from the produce from our very own school garden while 
learning valuable knowledge and skills for the kitchen and the garden.

We thank all of our wonderful volunteers for all their tireless help, the program can 
not run without you. If you are interested in volunteering on a Wednesday in either the 
kitchen or garden please let contact your child’s teacher, Glenda Timmins (Garden) or 
Chris Andreau (Kitchen).

Homework expectations
Homework is sent out every Tuesday and students are expected to complete all tasks and return them 
(including diaries) on the following Monday. This term, students are to complete spelling homework using the 
Look, Say, Cover, Write and Check method that they are already familiar with and a spelling activity from the 
spelling grid. This will be sent out in week 1. Reading continues with a minimum of 60 minutes per week and 
this needs to be recorded in their diary. Activity sheets and other tasks may be sent home to be completed and 
glued into homework books before being returned to school. All teachers are now setting Mathletics tasks and 
these will be checked by the teacher electronically.

Important Information and reminders: 

NAPLAN
This year will be the first time your children will participate in The National Assessment Program – Literacy 
and Numeracy (NAPLAN). NAPLAN is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. It has been an 
everyday part of the school calendar since 2008. NAPLAN tests the sorts of skills that are essential for every 
child to progress through school and life, such as reading, writing, spelling and numeracy. The assessments are 
undertaken nationwide, every year, in the second full week in May. The testing period falls at the start of Term 2 
and is on the 10th, 11th and 12th of May. 

NAPLAN is made up of tests in the four areas (or ‘domains’) of: Reading, Writing, Language Conventions 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) as well as Numeracy.

Other Reminders
• Children are expected to wear their hats until the end of April. It is the school’s policy for students without 
hats to remain under cover in the middle courtyard during recess and lunch times.
• All belongings brought to school need to be named.
• The children are encouraged to bring fresh fruit/veggies for a snack after lunch. They are also permitted to 
have a water bottle in class.
• The year 3 teachers are happy to speak privately with parents, however we ask that you contact the teacher 
directly to arrange a mutually agreeable time to meet.

Thank you for your ongoing support!
Marina Bandouvakis, Bonnie Boness, Kelsey Kennedy and Pete Walker




